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Poroshenko Names Kiev and Minsk as
'Axis of Good' in Moscow Snub

April 26,2017

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko (R) and Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko speak during
their visit to the Chernobyl nuclear power plant in Chernobyl, Ukraine, April 26, 2017. Sergei Chuzavkov /
AP

President Petro Poroshenko has declaredBthe border between Ukraine and Belarus an “axis of
good andBfriendship,” as Moscow appears to lose ever more control overBits Soviet-era
satellites.

“No one will ever be able to dragBBelarus into a war with Ukraine,” Poroshenko

said

Wednesday at an event toBcommemorate the 31

* anniversary of the Chernobyl

nuclearBdisaster, attended by both the Ukrainian and Belarussian leaders. “The peace-loving
people of BelarusBand its experienced and honorable president [Alexander]
LukashenkoBwon't allow it.”


http://www.president.gov.ua/news/prezident-liniya-kiyiv-minsk-ce-vis-dobra-druzhbi-j-miru-41118

“The line Kiev-Minsk is an axis ofBgoodness, friendship and peace,” he said.
The statement appears to suggest a budding alliance between the two countries as they have
moved away from Moscow following the annexation of Crimea.

Moscow's relations with Ukraine plummeted after Russia annexed the peninsula in March
2014, and its rapport with Belarus' long-time ruler Lukashenko — a traditional Putin ally —
had similarly cooled.

Related article: Brother Ukraine is Fighting for Its Independence - Belarus President

Lukashenko also reassured the crowd of his good intentions towards Ukraine.

“[Poroshenko] and all Ukrainians know our position — peace and only peace. Ukrainians were
never strangers to Belarussians,' he said. "Whether or not people like it, the Ukrainian and
Belarussian nations are intertwined. We always lived together [...] No one can divide us.”
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