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Cibirb: Yo! I'm talking to you!

Not everyBdiplomat can become an overnight “xuT natepHera” (Internet hit) after just
oneBspeech at the United Nations. That honor goes to Vladimir Safronkov,
deputyBpermanent representative from Russia, who publicly took to task Mathew
Rycroft,Bthe U.K. Ambassador to the U.N. last week.

TheBbrouhaha was not because one delegate yelled at another delegate — that happens
dozens of times every day. And it wasn’t because of the nature of Safronkov’s
accusationsB—everyone has heard Russia’s version of the Syrian war a million times. No,
theR

ckaHpan (scandal)Bwas over the way Safronkov spoke to his esteemed British colleague.
OfficiallyRit was called gocTaTouHo >kecTko (sufficiently harsh). Unofficially it wasBcalled
everything from rpy6oe nanu6parcTBo (crude over-familiarity) to mpubiaTHEHHOE XaMCTBO
(obnoxious thug slang).BIn fact, much of the Internet thought he sounded like a
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TOIHUK, One
of those squatting, sunflower-seed-spitting,Egood ole boys who do manual labor and a bit of
robbery on the side.

YouBwouldn’t know this from the official transcripts, which cleaned up
Safronkov’sElanguage, primarily switching his familiar, street-talking

THI to the more

decorous and collegial &

BBI. So he didn’tBactually say: [TocMoTpuTe Ha MeHsI U He OTBOJJUTE

ria3a (Look at me and don’t lookERaway). He

said: ITocmoTpu Ha meHs! ['1a3a He oTBouU! Ué

THI [1a3a oTBoAuIE? (Hey, look at me! At me, I said!@Where you looking?) And he didn’t end
his tirade with the strong but literary: HeBcmetiTe, r-H PaikpodT, 601bIIIE OCKOPOISATH
Poccuto! (Don’t you dare, Mr. Rycroft, insultBRussia again!) He continued to use

ThI: He cment

ockopbsaTh Poccuio 6ombiire! (Yo, quit putting Russia down!)

Should youBever need to put someone firmly in his place, let your business partners
knowBhow disappointed you are in them, or establish rules of behavior with yourBneighbors,
you may want to master some ronHuK-talk. To channel your inner Russian RatsoERizzo, all
you have to do is remember a few simple rules.

First,Bforget the word

uTto (what). Practice saying ué or uo. Cut it short and spit it out: Tb1 ué?

(What’s widByou?) Or stretch it out for five beats:

Yg-g-6-6-6-6-¢? (What youBsaying? Say

again. Are you nuts or what?) 4é met? (WhadyaBmean, no?) should be used whenever you are
displeased or surprised by someone’sBrefusal.

Yé na? (Whadya mean, yes?) should be

usedBwhen you either require more information or when you think you’ve
beenHdisrespected.

Then, cutBwords in half. In fact, make as many words as possible one syllable, two atBmost.
Remember: not cibimuTe but cisimb (listen); not ceruac or even 1ac, but 1ia (in a sec); not
3aykuranka but >xura (lighter).

The more adventurous can try to master theBsound 6—s [blya], (an abbreviation of a very
nasty word for a woman of illBrepute), which can be used to describe anything really good or
really bad; toBexpress surprise; and of course to address people, from your significant
otherBEto a salesperson. Or it can be added to any word to imbue it with a kind ofEBcheery
informality. For example, Ha, 6— s is a friendly ronHuK way of askingBsomeone to take your
payment for goods or services.

And, bestBof all, eschew cases. Instead of
CKOJIbKO BpeMeHH, ask: CKobKo BpeMsi? (You got
the time?)

Got it?BGreat. Next week: how to squat and spit sunflower seeds.



Michele A.EBerdy is a Moscow-based translator and interpreter, author of “The
RussianBWord’s Worth,” a collection of her columns. Follow her on TwitterB@MicheleBerdy.
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