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Vitaly Kaloyev, the Russian man who murdered the air traffic controller he held responsible
for a plane collision that killed his family, shares film critics’ views on a new movie about the
tragedy: he didn’t like it.

This week, Kaloyev told the news agency Sputnik Ossetia that he was disappointed by
“Aftermath,” Arnold Schwarzenegger’s latest Hollywood motion picture. The convicted
murderer said he hasn’t watched television or seen a movie since 2002, when his wife and two
children died in the Überlingen mid-air collision. Two years later, he traveled to Switzerland
and stabbed to death air traffic controller Peter Nielsen for mishandling his family’s flight.
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Kaloyev

“It’s like [Schwarzenegger] spends the whole film begging for pity — for someone to caress
him. I can tell you that it wasn’t like that for me. I don’t want anyone’s pity,” Kaloyev said,
complaining that the film presents Nielsen as a “victim of circumstances,” and downplays the
role of Skyguide, the Swiss air navigation company that infuriated him by offering him
160,000 Swiss francs for the death of his family.

In the film, Nielsen shows remorse for his mistake, but Kaloyev says the real Nielsen never
apologized.
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“There was such arrogance and such contempt in his eyes. The film doesn’t show this,”
Kaloyev said.

More than a year after killing Nielsen, Vitaly Kaloyev was convicted of murder and sentenced
to eight years in prison. Two years later, in November 2007, he was released on parole, after a
Swiss court reconsidered his mental state at the time of the killing.

Once free, Kaloyev returned to his home in Vladikavkaz, Russia, where he was greeted as a
hero who avenged the death of his family.
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