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Jlag: harmony, way, key, manner, style

Jlag isHMa nice little word. No one seems to know its origins, but etymologists have foundBan
early usage of the word in the south that meant a parents’ blessing to aBbride and groom.
Now the word contains notions of order, harmony, and accord —Bwhat good parents wish for
their children.

In RussianBtoday,

nap has aBrange of meanings, all more or less connected with harmony,

literal orBfigurative. In music,

nag means a key, as in MUHOPHBIN 1 Ma>KOPHBIM JTafB(minor

and major key), or a fret — those bars on theRfingerboard of a guitar that helps a musician hit
the right note. And if you areBever a guest at a village wedding in Russia, it may be useful to
know that theBkeys of an accordion are also called

Jagpbl.

When you doBsomething in harmony or in rhythm with something, you do it
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B j1af: Apkaitiia

B JIaJ] CBOMM IIIaraM, caM ce6s1 ybaroK1Basi, COHHO U cJlabeHbKO mozreBas (In rhythm
withBhis steps and crooning a lullaby to himself, Arkasha sleepily and weakly sangBalong.)
With all this musical harmony, you won’t be surprised by the expression&

3alleTh Ha Jpyrou

nag,Brecognizable as the Russian version of changing your tune.

[Tpuninocs eMy

3ameTh COBCeM Ha

HOBBIH J1af U

TIOJIOSKUTH KOHel] cBoel mtoxol 3atee (He had to change his tuneBand put an end to his bad
scheme.)

TheRfigurative harmony of

nap has to do with getting along well with people or things. loma

OH

OBIBAJT YaCTO, IIOCKOJIBKY C

MaTepbIo MO€eH OB

B tapjax (He visited us often since he and my mother wereBon good terms.) Of course,
sometimes the relationship is not harmonious: Ou 6511

He B j1agax ¢ 3akoHoM (He had run afoul of the law.) C camum co6011 OH He

Bcerjia B afax (He isn’t always at peace with himself.)

When thingsBare heading in the right direction, you say they

UIyT Ha

nman. CHayala emy

ObLITO HECKOJIBKO TPYIHO ITPUBBIKHYTH K TAaKUM YCIIOBHUSIM PaboThl, HO ITOTOM BCE ITOIIIO Ha
nap (At first it was somewhat difficultBfor him to get used to such work conditions, but then
things started looking up.)

JIap alsoBmeans the way something is done, a style or system. This kind of

jan is anin-

depth, systematicEversion of harmony.

OH Bcé nepezenaeT Ha cBoM naf (He’s going to redo

everything the way he likes it.) loBopsiT, uT0 PumbM — momo6ue "KpecTHOTro 0TI, TOTBKO
Ha pycckut nnaff (TheyBsay that the film is like “The Godfather,” only the Russian version.)

And it canBbe an emotional key or mode:
Hapio HacTpOUTH ero
Ha Becénbil 1agB(We need to cheer him up, literally tune him to a cheerfulEkey.)

JIag hasBHa lexical relative, the commonly used adverb

nagHo (all right). This is the word you

use to show agreement: «BCTpeTHMCS 1epei TeaTPOM B I1eCTh?» «JIagHo. [Toka.» (“So we’ll
meet in front of the theaterBat six?” “It’s a deal. See you.”) But in that weird way of Russian,
add “yes”Hand a skeptical, dismissive tone to get the opposite meaning:

Ila naguo! (No way!)

Or say Hy u taiHo! to convey something in the middle: OhBwell, I guess that will do.



Finally,Rit’s the word that indicates the end of a conversation:

Hy napgHo, naBati!

(Okay,Bthen, bye!)

Or it can also express exasperation with iag: Jlagxo, koruai! (Cut it out already!)
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