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Putin Announces Plan to Strip Terrorist
Fighters of Russian Citizenship

April 12,2017
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Russian President Vladimir Putin hasBthreatened to punish Russian citizens who fight for
terrorist groupsBabroad by stripping them of their passports.

Speaking in an interview with Russia'sBMir 24 television channel

on Tuesday, Putin said that

officials wouldBfind a way to bypass the Russian Constitution, which forbids
theBgovernment from depriving their subjects of Russian citizenship.

Bureaucrats could instead targetBdual-nationals or those who acquired Russian citizenship
during theirBadult lives, the president said.

"In accordance with the RussianBConstitution, we can not deprive anyone of citizenship. But
we canBcancel the relevant decisions which served as the basis for them toBobtain Russian
citizenship," Putin said.


http://mir24.tv/news/politics/15955334

"We will consult with our lawyers,Band I think a decision on this will be taken in the very
nearBfuture," he said.

Putin's words follow news that the manEbelieved to have carried out a terrorist attack in St.
Petersburg last week, 22-year old Akbarzhon Dzhalilov, was a Kyrgyz-born Russian citizen.

Related article: One Week On: Who Was the St. Petersburg Metro Bomber?

During the interview, Putin said that an estimated 4,000 Russian citizens were currently
fighting alongside the Islamic State terrorist group in Iraq and Syria.
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