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Yxo.: ear

When I growBup — or retire, whichever comes first — I want to get a Ph.D. in linguistics
byBwriting a dissertation on The Role of Body Parts in Russian Expressions. ThereRis
nothing more fascinating or funnier than noses, eyes, cheeks and chins showingBup in every
day expressions. This week I’m all ears.

SomeBRussian ear expressions are easy to remember because there are almost exact
EnglishBequivalents. This makes for

o6t 1361k (common language) whenBmothers of the

world unite to talk about their kids. Mambl (moms) complain that theirBvaluable advice is not
assimilated and retained by their teenage children: 1 emy

rOBOPIO, YTO 06pa3oBaHMe — BCE, HO 3TO BXOJIUT B OJTHO YXO

u u3 apyroro Beixogut (I keep telling him thatBeducation is everything, but it goes in one ear
and out the other.) And whenBsaid teenager commits to a university degree, moms and


https://www.themoscowtimes.com/author/michele-a-berdy

mambl shout in joy: 1 He
Bepio cBouM yiram! (I can’t believe my ears!)

Meanwhile, theBteenager tells his buddies:

Korpa most MaTh pacCcKa3blBaeT MHe IIPO

obpa3oBaHue, 1 pomnyckao Mumo yirer (When my mother tells meBabout education, I just
let it go by, literally “go past my ears.”) Sometimes,H&

however, teens pay attention to moms:

51 BO BCe YIIIU CJTyIIIaJT, KAKEBOHAa HalTU/Iach B IIIKOJIE — YTOOBI TOTOM HAallOMUHATB!

(I'was all

ears when she told me about gettingBdrunk in school — so I can remind her about that later.)

Russian earsBdo amazing tricks. They droop to show disgust: OH Takue riynocTu Hec

€T, 4TOo

yiu BAHYT (It makes me sick to listen to theBcrap he says.) Or they stand up straight to show
wariness or concern: OH CKOJIb3KUW THUII. [lep>KUTe C

HUM yx0 BocTpo (He’s a slippery customer. Watch out with him, literallyB®‘“keep your years
pricked.”) They can even flap in the wind, either to indicateBincomprehension or a failure to
do something important: [Toka MblI 6yfeM XJI0NIaTh YIIIaMU ¥ CMOTPETb, CKOJIBKO CTOUT
He(Tb, HUYero He

n3MeHUTCcA (As long asBwe sit on our hands doing nothing — literally “wag our ears” — and
just watchBthe price of oil, nothing will change.) You can even stand on them, which
meansBthat you are going all out to do something:

Bcda pepakiug cTosia Ha

yIax, 4To6bl caTh HoMep B meuaTh Bo BpeMs (The whole editorial teamBbent over
backwards — literally “stood on their ears” — to get the editionBready for press on time.)

Ears can also serve as visual aids. For example, since you can’t see your own ears, He BU/IaThb
KaK CBouXx y1ier means that you’ll never get something. Ha 3To¥ 3apruiaTe HOBYIO MalllMHY
He BU/JIaTh KaK

cBoux yure (On that salary you can forget about buying aBnew car.) Sometimes the visuals
are metaphorical. Pe3aTb yxoHE(to cut the ear) means “it sounds bad,” like an accent
orBvoice.

HazBaHue HOBOTro aBTOMOOMIIsI peskeT yxo (The name of the new carBsounds

awful.) Sometimes ear talk is veryBmetaphorical:

OH ObLI B

Jonrax 1o camble yiu (HeBwas up to his ears in debt).

But you canBbe up to your ears in something good, too: OH B Heé BIIFOOMIICS 10 CaMBble YIITU
(Hemwas head over heels in love with her.)

To which the moms say:H

B 1106BM OH He CMBIC/IUT HU yXa, HUEPHLIa.

(He doesn’t know a

thing — literally “not anBear nor a snout” — about love.)
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