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Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny has tapped into the country’s politically conscious
youth, who showed up in large numbers for last Sunday’s nationwide protests against
corruption. Navalny owes much of his success with young people to his sleek, satirical online
videos and blogging. In the past several weeks, Russian youths have even responded with
their own viral trend: videos filmed in classrooms capturing teachers and administrators
trying to indoctrinate students.

The most recent example is a video recorded at Tomsk State University, where lecturer Nikolai
Pichkurov addressed his classroom, the day after mass protests swept the country, including
in Tomsk. In the video, Pichkurov excoriates the students for attending the demonstration,
telling them that it’s impossible to end corruption. He also insulted the students who
protested, calling them “freaks” and implying that they only attended the rally to make some
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money. “Find other ways to earn an income,” he begged the classroom.

Pichkurov also tried to convince his students that theft is normal, if not essential, in every
government. “If a state has no corruption, it means that’s a state nobody needs,” he
reasoned, arguing — with allusions to Peter the Great — that officials stealing from the
government is a sign of a healthy, well endowed country.

“Of course, those who overreach should be thrown in prison,” Pichkurov also acknowledged,
refusing to clarify when healthy corruption becomes “overreaching.”
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