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TBuT: tweet (on Twitter)

For theRlast couple of months I’ve put myself in translation jail: I’ve been readingf®Donald
Trump’s tweets in the original English (or what passes for English inBTrump’s night-time
missives to the world) and in their Russian translation(s). MyBEgoal: to figure out if the secret
of his popularity in Russia is due to how heBsounds in Russian.

TentativeBconclusion: Yes. Trump sounds much better in Russian than he does in
English.BWhether for clarity, out of a tradition of cleaning up leaders’ speech, or outBof
political affinity, translators eliminate Trump’s repetitions, tidy up the thoughtsBEthat trail
off into nowhere, and raise the tone to a more presidential level.

ForBexample, the agreement on immigrants with Australia wasn’t a “dumb deal”
inEBRussian. It was the more forceful
uépToBa cfienka (aBdamned deal). Mexicans weren’t
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“bad hombres.” They were 1m1atika mnoxux rnapHed (aBgang of bad guys), as if Trump was
referring to a drug cartel, not randomB{fellows from south of the border.

Trump’sBmeandering statements are generally cleaned up. For example, he said: They
haveBsanctions on Russia — let’s see if we can make some good deals with Russia. ForBone
thing, I think nuclear weapons should be way down and reduced very substantially,Bthat’s
part of it. In Russian it is: OHu [cTpaHbI 3anaga] HaMOKUIMEACAHKIIMY Ha Poccuro. JlaBaniTe
IIOCMOTPUM, CMO>KeM JIM MbI 3aKITIOUNUTH KaKKre-To XopouureBcaenky ¢ Poccueit. I fymaro,
HAuHEM C TOTO0, YTO siiePHOE OPY’KUe IOJKHO OBITh OUeHb 3HAUUTETbHOBCOKPAIIEHO.
TheBback-translation shows a more coherent Trump: They (Western countries)
haveBsanctioned Russia. Let’s see if we can make some good deals with Russia. IBthink we
should start by significantly reducing nuclear arms.

Trump alsoBsounds more grown-up in Russian. His recent comment about President Putin
was: Don’tBknow him, but certainly he is a tough cookie, and I don’t know how he’s
doingBfor Russia but we’re going find out one day, I guess. In

Russian translation: B4 He

3HAI0 ero JIMYHO, HO, OUeBUIHO, OH KPEeNKUU OpellieK. I He 3Hal0, KaKOB OH JIsiBPoccuu, HO
PAHO MJIU MIO3AHO, AYMat0, Mbl 3TO BbisicHUM. This is back-translated as: I don’t know him
personally,Bbut it’s clear that he’s tough. I don’t know how he’s been for Russia, butBsooner
or later I think we’ll find out.

Trump’sBshorthand Twitter verdicts sound less childish in Russian, sometimes just
thanksEto Russian grammar:

Terrible! is YymoBumno! (It’s monstrous!) or V>racuo (It’s
terrible!). Sad!Ebecomes
[TeuanbHOo!B(It’s sad!) — although I dearly want it to be translated
as the snarky Ileganbka! Sometimes there is a clarifyingBtranslation. Weak! written about
President Obama, was Crra6ak! (Weakling!) in one translation.

SometimesBEthe Russian press just avoids Trump’s tweets and off-the-cuff remarks and
sticksBwith press releases or official statements instead. The result is that RussiansBare
often puzzled by criticism of the U.S. president. They read: Tpamr1 nopmnucan yKas,
MpelyCMaTPUBAIOIIUN Y’KeCTOUeHe UMMUTPALMOHHOM MOJIMTUKHU... Y 3allpellalonini
BbE3J Ipa’KAaHaM CTPaH, BbI3bIBAIOIIMX “0co6yio 03aboueHHOCTh” (Trump signed an order
that tightened the immigrationBpolicy... banning entry to citizens of countries that are of
“special concern”).BWhat’s the problem with that?

The RussianBpress may be less enamored of Trump lately, but you can’t tell that from
howBhe’s translated. But there is another problem: figuring out what he means.

That’s nextBweek. Stay tuned.

Michele A Berdy is a Moscow-based translator and interpreter, author of “The Russian
Word’s Worth,” a collection of her columns. Follow her tweets @MicheleBerdy.
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