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Russia Calls for National Ban on
Jehovah's Withesses

March 17,2017

AP

The Russian Justice Ministry has formally petitioned the country's Supreme Court to ban the
Jehovah's Witnesses from operating within Russia.

Officials are calling for the religious group to be disbanded for being an “extremist
organization.”

The move would see Russia's 175,000 Jehovah's Witnesses unable to legally meet or distribute
literature.

Related article: Jehovah's Witnesses in Russia Brace for a Final Blow

The group has already been banned from working in eight separate Russian regions.

The latest decision targets the group's central headquarters near St. Petersburg, which was


http://www.supcourt.ru/moving_case.php?findByNember=%C0%CA%CF%C817-238
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/01/16/jehovahs-witnesses-in-russia-brace-for-a-final-blow

issued an official warning to halt “extremist activity” in early 2016.

The group’s final appeal against the warning was rejected in January 2017, allowing
authorities to call for the group's overall closure.

"Of course we're upset by this decision,' said Yaroslav Sivulskiy, a spokesperson for the
Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia. "Religious experts and rights activists agree: this is a sad day
for human rights." He said that the group could try to set up smaller, regional branches to
bypass any state ban If the authorities' bid to close the organization was successful. '"We are
worried that history could repeat itself and that we could face the same persecution as in the
Soviet Union,'" he said. "Both my father and my mother spent time in camps in Siberia [for
being Jehovah's Witnesses.]"

Authorities have focused largely on literature produced by the Jehovah's Witnesses, with
regional officials claiming that it violates Russian law by “portraying other religions in a
negative light,” or for trying to persuade Russian men to avoid compulsory military service.

More than 80 Jehovah's Witness publications are currently banned in Russia.
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