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I'agroka: viper

In theBRtrough of calm between February 23 —

Ieus 3amuTHNKa OTedecTBa (Defender of the

HomelandBDay, aka Men’s Day) — and March 8 —

MesRayHapoaHbIN JKeHCKUM [leHb

(International@Women’s Day, aka Spend-All-Your-Salary-On-Flowers Day), it’s a good idea
toBbone up on complimentary phrases for the ladies. This isn’t hard. Pick an adjectiveE—
like mo6pas (kind) — Bprefix it with an intensifier —

camas (the most) — and you’re golden.

But whatBabout the women in your life who are not kind, pretty, brilliant, warm,
andBloving? What do you call them? Oh, Russian’s got you covered.

Let’s devoteBourselves to a couple of zingers, beginning on a high note with a word
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fromBEGreek antiquity which, thanks to that fine Russian educational system over
theBcenturies, is still in use today: merepa. In Russian this is lowercase noun, inBEnglish it’s
the upper case name Megaera, one of the three Furies of GreekBmythology.

I firstBnoticed this word in regard to a certain presidential candidate:

JIrogu paccKa3bIBalu,

KaKasi oHa 37tasiBMerepa (People told me what a nasty shrew she was.) But the word can just
asHeasily apply to those nasty, obstructive women at the bottom of the employmentBladder:
BpinucaTh KBUTAHIIUIO Merepa-Kaccupliia ¢ BOIUISIMU oTKa3biBaeTcs (The GorgonHBon the
cash register shrieks that she won’t write me a receipt.)

Let’s moveBon to pity this poor guy:

[TouTu OBIBINYIO >KEHY OH CUMTAJ CTEPBOMU, TEITY

merepoi. (HeBcalled his soon-to-be ex-wife a nasty piece of work and his mother-in-law
aBshrew.) I guess he never learned the old expression: s16;10k0 OT s16;10HM HeZjaneKOMTaIaeT
(the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree, or: like mother, likeBdaughter). Or maybe he just
brings out the worst in them.

In anyEcase,

cTepBa is almean-spirited woman, a tough broad, a backbiter, a battle ax. Woe

to their co-workers: OHa oKa3anack HacTosimeEcTepBOM. [J0I0>KuUIa HAaYalIbHUKY O
ITAITHAX ero >KeHsI ¢ mo@épom (She turned out to be a real bitch. She told her boss that his
wife was foolingBaround with the driver.)

One writerBconsiders it an exclusively female thing:

CnoBo “cTepBa” B 3T0 roIUTCSI TOJIBKO

ISt

SKEeHIIUHBI, MY>KUMH-CcTepB He 6biBaeT (This word only applies toBwomen — there aren’t
any male bitches.) Some people might disagree, but in anyHcase, the word does have a
masculine form, ctepBer, which is used to describe nastyBmen:

IToKa 1 cupen Jjoma 1 60J1er,

3TOT CTepBel] IKcal MHe 6ecripepbIBHO O

TOM, KaK eMy

XOPOIIIO KUJIOCH C

neBymkamMmu (When IBwas stuck at home sick, that bastard wrote me constantly about the
great timeBhe was having with the girls.)

Someone elseRinsists that

cTepBa ‘9TO UMCTO pycCKasi XapaKTePUCTHKA >KeHIIIVHBI, ee

He TlepeBecTH, He 06bsicHUTD” (it’sBa purely Russian characteristic of women; you can’t
translate or explain it). ButBhere’s the opposite point of view:

3aragHble pOMaHbI

HPABWIKCH 00JIbIlle, TaM MHe HPAaBWJINCh CTEPBbI, KPACUBBIE CTEPBBI, M3-3a KOTOPBIX
my>kunHbBI cTpensiinuch (I liked Western novels better — I liked thoseBnasty women, those
beautiful bitches that men dueled over.)

And let’sBfinish with three female creepy crawlers: raguna (reptile), ragtoka and
ragroukaB(viper). You don’t want to work with them, either:



Mopo>keHoe CTOUIO

MIATHAAIATD py6iiel, a Hallra 6yxrajaTepiia BbIycala MHE BCETO IBAfIIIaTh IMSTh CYTOUHBIX,
ragroka (Ice cream cost 15 rubles, but that snake ofBan

accountant gave me just 25 rubles

perBdiem.)

But noBmatter how awful they are, you still have to buy them all flowers next week.
Bot
cTepBbl!
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