
Russia on Ukraine's Eurovision: Should I
Stay or Should I Go?
Some in Moscow are calling for a boycott of Eurovision 2017 in Kiev
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Sergey Lazarev of Russia performs during a dress rehearsal for Eurovision in Stockholm, on May 13,
2016. AP Photo / Martin Meissner

The Kremlin was forced to comment on whether Russia will take part in this year's Eurovision
Song Contest in Kiev after calls for a boycott mount in Moscow.

Putin's spokesman Dmitry Peskov said  the Kremlin does not have a position on the issue.
“It's not yet clear whether a boycott is needed or not,” he said. He added that Moscow has
security concerns “due to the location” of Europe's popular song contest this year.

Peskov was responding to United Russia Deputy Vitaliy Milonov’s appeal to Konstantin Ernst,
the head of Russian state television's Channel One. Ernst is leading a commission to choose
who will represent the country in the 2017 song contest.
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Milonov urged Ernst not to send anyone to Ukraine and not to transmit the competition on
Russian television because of what he called an “anti-Russian and Russophobic” leadership
in Ukraine.

“It's impossible to imagine Soviet citizens in 1943 going to a Reichovision,” he said.

Milonov was backed by veteran Soviet and Russian singer Iosif Kobzon, who sits on the
Duma's Culture Committee. The 79 year-old said that Russia taking part in this year's show
would be a “completely stupid decision.”

Last week, Russia's most famous pop diva Filip Kirkorov, who took part in Eurovision in 2014,
said “we should not go where they are not waiting for us.”

To make matters worse for Russia's ultra-patriots, the competition's semi-finals will take
place on May 9, the day Russia celebrates its World War Two victory. This has hit more nerves.
One Russian parliamentarian, Oleg Nilov, said the date was chosen intentionally to antagonize
Russia. “European bureaucrats and the Ukrainian leadership took the decision together to
allow the show to start on such a holy day,” he said.

Russian tabloid Komsomolskaya Pravda suggested it would not be worth boycotting the
competition, like Armenia did in 2012 when Baku hosted the contest.

“If we slam the door on them, we would still have to transmit the show on television since we
are part of the European Broadcasting Union,” the newspaper said. If Russia refuses to
broadcast the show, it could be fined and may even be banned from the next Eurovision
contest in 2018.

For a pop loving nation, that may be a price too high.
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