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Russian Agents Acted as Recruiters to
Justify CIA Meetings

February 27,2017
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The FSB headquarters, grey building at center, seen in downtown Moscow, Russia. Alexander
Zemlianichenko / AP

Russian intelligence officers chargedBwith betraying state secrets have been accused of
covering up theirBmeetings with foreign spies by pretending to act as KremlinBrecruiters.

The former FSB officers reportedly toldBcolleagues that they wanted to recruit foreign agents
to work for theBKremlin. Instead, they used their meetings to pass on
classifiedBinformation,

the Interfax news agency reported Monday.

Related article: An American Cover Story for Russia's Undercover Hackers

The four men were investigated for several years before they were arrested, an unnamed
source told Interfax. All stand accused of working with U.S. spy agency the CIA.


http://www.interfax.ru/russia/551380
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/11/24/tinker-tailor-hacker-spy

They have been named as Sergei Mikhailov, a top cyber-security specialist in Russia's FSB; his
deputy, Dmitry Dokuchaev; and Ruslan Stoyanov, the head of the cyber-investigation division
at private Russian technology firm Kaspersky Labs. The fourth suspect was named by Russian
newspaper Novaya Gazeta as Georgy Fomchenkova.

Another eight people have identified as potential accomplices in the case, Interfax reported.
They have yet to be charged, and could be granted immunity in exchange for acting as
witnesses.
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