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Orhan Pamuk received the prize on Feb. 24 at a ceremony in the Russian State Library. Samsung Press
Service

Turkish writer and 2006 Nobel prize winner Orhan Pamuk has been presented with the
Tolstoy estate's Yasnaya Polyana Literary Award for his 2014 novel "A Strangeness in My
Mind" at a special ceremony in Moscow.

The prize, in the "Foreign Literature" category, was given to Pamuk at the Russian State
Library on Feb. 24 at a special ceremony organized for the writer, who was unable to attend
the official award ceremony in the fall of 2016.
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"In 1974 as a young man of 22 I was a great admirer of Tolstoy. But at 23 [when he became a
writer] I could not have even dreamed that I would receive a prize like this and travel to Russia
to receive it," said Pamuk, who added that for him the prize was "a great honor."

"We have been waiting for this event for several months," said Vladimir Tolstoy, chairman of
the jury for the Yasnaya Polyana Award, referring to the delay in presenting the prize to
Pamuk.

Like many of Pamuk's works, "A Strangeness in My Mind" explores the relationship between
culture and tradition in his hometown of Istanbul, focusing on the transformation of the city
where he spent most of his life. The novel took him six years to complete.

The Yasnaya Polyana Literary Award was founded in 2003 by the Yasnaya Polyana Leo Tolstoy
Museum-Estate and Samsung Electronics and is devoted to promoting the traditional Russian
novel.

The "Foreign Literature" nomination, now in its second year, is awarded to the contemporary
foreign work (and its translation into Russian) deemed most important by the jury. U.S. writer
Ruth Ozeki won the inaugural prize in the nomination in 2015 for her book "A Tale for the
Time Being."

Earlier in the week, Pamuk, whose works have been translated into 61 languages, visited the
Yasnaya Polyana estate in the Tula region south of Moscow, which he described as a long-held
dream.
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