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OSCE monitors stand at a crater after shelling in Avdiivka, eastern Ukraine. Inna Varenytsia / AP

The Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) will expand its mission to
Ukraine, by increasing the number of monitors and broadening the scope of their work, OSCE
Chairman Sebastian Kurz has said.

Kurz, who is also the Austrian foreign minister, made the announcement during a Wednesday
meeting of the UN Security Council, where he reasserted the OSCE's role in mediating the
Ukraine conflict.

The statement came on the heels of Kurz's January visit to the conflict zone. During his UN
address, Kurz said last month's escalation in Ukraine's Donbass region was "unacceptable"
and called on all sides of the conflict to obey the Minsk Agreement and the ceasefire.

"We must improve the living conditions for the local population, especially along the contact

https://www.bmeia.gv.at/das-ministerium/presse/reden-und-interviews/2017/02/briefing-on-the-2017-osce-chairmanship-un-security-council/


line," he said. "For this access of  humanitarian organizations is crucial."

Kurz announced a three-part proposal to de-escalate tension in eastern Ukraine. He
suggested increasing the number of civilian monitors operating in Ukraine, improving the
technical equipment for monitoring, and extending the mission's operating hours along the
contact line.

However, last week, OSCE Secretary General Lamberto Zannier announced a more concrete
plan: The organization would increase the number of demilitarized zones to 20 and raise the
number of civilian monitors to 800.

Since its foundation in March 2014, the OSCE monitoring mission to Ukraine has grown
significantly. The initial deployment decision called for 100 monitors operating across
Ukraine, with the possibility of adding up to 400 additional monitors as circumstances
demanded.

However, by December 2016, the mission had grown to nearly 700 monitors, with nearly 600
deployed in the conflict zone. The OSCE had also granted the Chief Monitor the ability to
increase that number to 1000.

This growth reflects the realities of the war. Over two years later, the situation remains
unstable and prone to outbursts of violence — most recently, when fighting erupted around
the town of Avdiivka on Jan. 28. Since 2014, the conflict has taken nearly ten thousand lives.   
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