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More than 1,000 foreign nationals have
taken advantage of Belarus' new visa-free regime in
its first week of
operation.

The new scheme, which allows tourists
from 80 different countries to visit Belarus without a
visa for up to
5 days, was officially rolled out on Feb. 12

Some 1,108 tourists from 46 different countries
were able to use the new concessions,
according to the Belarus State
Border Committee.
 German nationals made the largest group
of foreign
visitors using the scheme, followed by Polish and Italian citizens.
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Belarus' long-time president Alexander Lukashenko signed a decree allowing the citizens of
the EU, the United States and 41 other states to visit Belarus for up to five days without a visa
on Jan 9. The decree only applies to foreigners arriving in Belarus via Minsk Airport, and only
if they have not arrived on a flight from Moscow.

The decree has sparked new tensions with Moscow and increased security of the Russian-
Belarusian border.

The head of Russia's Federal Security Service (FSB) signed an order introducing border
controls in Russia's Bryansk, Smolensk and Pskov regions from Feb. 7.

The Kremlin maintains that the changes will only apply to foreign nationals and will not
effect free movement for Belarusian and Russian citizens.
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