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Still from a cartoon "Ice Age."

ITtectrck: to wend

You’d thinkBI’d be used to Moscow winters by now. And although I love the snow, byBmid-
February I start running out of energy. I'm like a big balloon with a slowBleak, deflating and
falling behind in everything.

In thisHstate, creativity comes slowly. So I have languidly taken my time looking intoBhow to
be late in Russian.

These areBimportant words, since being late is a Moscow thing. There’s traffic, or aBmetro
so packed you have to wait for three trains before you can squeeze on, orB— let’s be real — an
alarm clock you slept through because it’s still pitchBEblack at 8 a.m.

If you're late, a
goodBword to use is
3ajiep>KaThes (to be detained), which is nicely unspecific. After all, at
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theirBairport when they announce “

CamMmonéT

3ajlep>KMBaeTCs1 Ha TpU

yaca” (The plane willBbe three hours late) you don’t know if it’s because they are waiting for
aBspare part or because the pilot is sitting in traffic.

Sometimes 3afiep>KMBaThcA is to stay for a while — IToexanu Ha

HeJleNio, 3a/iep>KaIuch Ha

neto (We went forBa week and stayed for the summer). But sometimes people or things don’t
stickBaround for as long as you’d like.

BaHs Halll HUT[e OJI0ITY He 3afiep>kuBacs (Our

Vanya never stayed in anyBEplace for long.)

JleHbI'Y HUKOTI/Ia He 33]Iep>KUBaIMCh Y MOEro

opiBIIIEro Mmy>Ka (With my ex — money never stuck around for long.)

AnotherBall-purpose word is

3anas3fbiBaTh (to be late). 3ama3gpiBaeT 3apIiaTa — yrKe TpU

mecsiia 6e3 mener! (Our salaries are being held up — weBhaven’t been paid in three months.)
SI3BIK Bceryia 3arna3fblBaeT — CHauasla siBjeHue, I0TOM ero Ha3BaHUe (Language always
lags behind —Hfirst a phenomenon appears, then the name for it.)

If youRdon’t like those words, there’s

oTcTaBaTh, which describes all kinds of ways of

gettingBbehind, such as taking your time when you shouldn’t. Moms and Dads are
alwaysBshouting to their kids:

PebsTa, He 0TCTaBaTh, Hac >KAyT aogu! (Come on, kids, don’t

dawdle!BPeople are waiting for us!) Inanimate objects can also run late:

Yacel Ha

KyXHe OTCTAIOT Ha

mecatb MUHYT (The clock in the kitchen is slowEby ten minutes.) As can musicians:
Crpumnau

oTcTaBan oT opkectpa (The violinist got behind the orchestra.) Or countries: MbI Bcé
OosibIIIe OTCTaéM OT

Pa3BUTBIX CTPaH I10

NpOoJoKUTENbHOCTH >KU3HU (We are lagging further and furtherBbehind the developed
countries in longevity.) Sometimes you can just be behindHin everything:

BoT BuguTe, Kak

BBl OTCTAJIU OT

>kusHu! (Look how behindBthe times you are!)

But my newBEfavorite word for lingering and lagging is

mectuck. When the word is used with

a person, it meansBto take your time going somewhere, often due to impediments:

B oguH

Beuep, KOTJja CHer y>Ke OJITasiNI

Ha ioporax Obla >KUjIKasl, Tpsi3Hast Kallulia, s

miennack K fomy (I wended my way home one evening when the snow had melted and



theRroads were covered with thin, filthy, porridge-like slush.) Or fatigue:

A 1103agu Bcex

IUIEJICSL, IOTOMY YTO

n3MmoTasncs 3a fgeHbs (I trudged behind everyone because I was worn out for the day.)

You canBalso lag behind everyone —

IJIECTUCH

B XBocTe: JKU3Hb — 3TO CKOPOCTHasI TPAcCca, eCIX MOSKeIlTb — 0OroHSIN, He MOsKeIllb —
IJIETUCH B

xBocTe (Life is a superBhighway. Pass if you can. But if you can’t —you bring up the rear.)

In FebruaryB®I’m definitely bringing up the rear.
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