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A top Russian government health official has announced that a state monopoly on alcohol
could begin
with the country's perfume and pharmaceutical industries.

Evgeny Bryun, chief psychiatrist for
the Russian Health Ministry, warned that any move
would be
unpopular, but said the proposals would “make a good start.” 

Russia's cosmetics industry has already been left reeling after the government's temporary
ban on selling products with more than 25 percent alcohol in December 2016. Russia's
Drugstore Union told the government that their businesses were suffering amid the ban,
which is set to last until March 2017.

http://www.interfax.ru/russia/549712
https://themoscowtimes.com/news/russia-extends-alcohol-product-restrictions-by-2-months-56917


Russian Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev first brought in the restrictions on Dec. 26, 2016
after almost 80 Russians died of alcohol poisoning in the Siberian city of Irkurtsk. The victims
had drunk a bath lotion often used as a low-priced “substitute vodka” for its high percentage
of alcohol. The product which the victims had consumed was instead found to contain
poisonous methyl alcohol.

Consumer watchdog Rospotrebnadzor claims that the restrictions reduced deaths related to
alcohol poisoning by 65 percent over the January holidays.

While alcohol consumption has plunged in Russia in recent years, the amount of spirits
consumed by Russians each year remains well above limits set by the World Health
Organization. The average Russian adult consumes 10 liters of alcohol in a year, 2 liters more
than government guidelines. 
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