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30 YEARS

EU Condemns 'Politically Motivated'
Navalny Trial

February 09, 2017

Alexei Navalny Moskva News Agency

The European Union has criticized theBtrial of opposition activist Alexei Navalny for being
politically motivated.

Navalny was handed down a five-yearBsuspended sentence on Wednesday after being found
guilty ofBembezzlement.

The decision jeopardizes his hopes ofBrunning for the Russian presidency in 2018, when
Vladimir Putin isBlikely to seek his fourth term in office.

“The verdict against Russian opposition politician Alexei Navalny onBcharges of
embezzlement attempts to silence yet another independentBpolitical voice in the Russian
Federation,” the EU's externalBaction branch said in an online statement.

“This latest decision, whichBeffectively excludes Mr. Navalny from the political arena,
furtherBconstrains political pluralism in Russia and raises serious questionsBas to the


https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/20225/statement-spokesperson-verdict-trial-alexei-navalny_en

fairness of democratic processes in Russia.”

Related article: Alexei Navalny’s Sisyphean Battle

Navalny first stood trial on embezzlement charges in 2013, when he was also found guilty.

The Russian Supreme Court overturned the conviction in November 2016 under pressure from
the European Court of Human Rights but swiftly ordered a retrial.

Under Russian law, anyone found guilty of committing a ""high-level crime" such as
embezzlement is not eligible to run for office. The ban lasts for 10 years after the defendant
completes their sentence.
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