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Bill Decriminalizing Domestic Violence
Passes Second Reading in Russian
Parliament

January 25, 2017

Pavlofox / Pixabay

New legistlation decriminalizing domestic violence has passed its second reading in
Russia'sBlower chamber of parliament, the State Duma. Some 385 deputies voted in favor of
the bill, with just two lawmakers voting against and only one abstaining.

ThemRbill would remove the charge of ""battery within families" — assaults which don't result
in ""substantial bodily harm'" — from Russia's Criminal Code, downgrading it to an
administrativeBoffense. Criminal charges would only be brought against offenders if beatings
took place more than once a year.

TheRinitiative was put forward by ultra-conservative Russian lawmakersB0lga Batalina and
Yelena Mizulina, who is already notoriousBfor successfully lobbying Russia's controversial
“gay propaganda” Blaw.



Related article: They Fought the Law: Russia Edges Closer to Decriminalizing Domestic
Violence

TwoBweeks ago, when the bill passed the first reading, CouncilBof Europe Secretary General
Thorbjern Jagland expressed concernBabout decriminalizing domestic violence in Russia in a
letter to theBRussian parliament. SpeakerBof the Russian Duma Vyacheslav Volodin,
however, assured that theBlawmakers cared about keeping the families “solid” and
basedHtheir decisions on polls that showed more than half of Russians areBagainst
government interfering into “insignificant” familyBmatters.

"WeHlooked at sociological studies and saw that the majority of theBsociety — 59 percent —
are against strict regulation [outliningBpunishment for] insignificant conflicts that didn't
result in bodilyBharm,” Volodin told reporters on Tuesday.

"ItRis important for us not to interfere with family matters,” heBadded. “At the same time
there must be measures to protect peopleBagainst domestic violence, and in regard to that
there needs to beBdialogue. We've had this dialogue.”

Related article: “If He Beats You, It Means He Loves You”

Commenting on the bill Wednesday, Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov said that family
conflicts did "'notBnecessarily constitute domestic violence,'" and dismissed “calls to punish
variousBexpressions of family relations” as unreasonable.

According to Russian government statistics,B40 percent of all violent crimes are committed
within theBfamily. The figures correlate to 36,000 women being beatenEby their partners
every day, and 26,000 children being assaultedBby their parents every year.
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