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Komnpomar: dirt

At the endBof last week I was thrilled to learn that along with sputnik, vodka, troika
andBglasnost, English got a new Russian word. This word is apparently so complex
inBmeaning that it has no English equivalent, and yet somehow after just threeBdays
everyone in the English-speaking world is using it daily.

The word? KomnpomMmar.

Of courseRthis is all very silly.

Komnpomar has several English equivalents, from the neutral

“compromisingBmaterials” to the slangy “dirt.” In fact,

KomImpomar is a shortened form of

KOMIIpoMeTHupyroIruelMaTepuansl (compromising materials) and there is nothing magical,
arcane,Bcomplicated or particularly Russian about it. So when a Western journalistBwrites
“Biden is right that these kinds of rumors, even specific rumors aboutBRussian kompromat
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on political figures, are not uncommon,” it’s what RussiansHcall
BBINeHpE>K and what
English-speakers call grandstanding. Or worse.

But sinceBthe whole world is talking about
KoMIIpoMar, we might as well, too.

With kommnipomar: you can have it, gather it or lookRfor it.

YV MeHSs1, MeSKY IPOYUUM,

KOMIIpOMaT Ha Bac Bcex (By the way, I have dirt on all of you.) Vickan Ha

cebs1 Kommpomar, yTobb1 yHUUTORUTS (I looked for compromising material about myself so
I could®destroy it.)

CobrpaTh KOMIIPOMAT Ha YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPBIN ITprexan NB3aHUMAJICS

IIpOBe/leHreM KOHKYpCca KPacoThl — KOMY 3T0 UHTepecHo? (Gather compromising material
on a man who cameBhere and ran a beauty contest — who would be interested in that?)

Answer toBRthe last question: Everyone in the world, apparently.

Once you haveRit, the embarrassing material turns into liquid sleaze, which you either leak
(cnuBaTs, cuTh) to the press, toss or pour on the person whoBEdid the embarrassing deeds.
Ha MeHS$ cTaju BBIIMBATh TOHHBI KoMItpoMaTa (I was inundated with tons of
material®incriminating me.)

B e>keHelelIbHUKE, IPY>KeCTBEHHOM M3pUU, KOMIIPOMAT

CIIWIU Ha

OBIBIIIETO IJIaBY OIHOTO parioHa (In aBweekly with links to the mayor’s office, they leaked
compromising materials onBthe former head of a district.)

OHu

CUMTAJIU TOI/Ia, UYTO He0OX0AMMa AUCKPeUTALVS TapTUU KOMMYHUCTOB, BOpOC
KOMIIpOMaTa Ha e€ Beyiux UrpokoB (AtHthe time they believed that they needed to
discredit the communist party by digging up dirt and throwing it onBtheir leaders.)

When there isBa lot of

Komrpomat onBboth sides, you can start

BOVHa KOMIIPOMAToOB. In

English, this can be called aBsleaze or smear war, although it’s usually described as dirty
politics orBmud-slinging: Tpamn u KTMHTOH: BOMHA KOMIIPOMAaTOB Ha BbIOOpax
npesupgeHTa CIIAB(Trump and Clinton: Mud-Slinging Both Ways in the U.S. Presidential
Elections).®

But the bigBquestion is this: Is

romiipomar true or fake? Well... hard to say. In the old days,

when there was honor amongBRthieves and spies,

KoMIpoMmar was the real thing. In fact, it’s

still defined as mybmuHoOe oryaiieHye CBeJIeHUI 0 HEKOTOPOM JIUIlE, [TOPOYAIIUX
eroBpenyTauio (

publicly revealing information about someone that harms his

reputation).&

But now — sometimes it’s fake, like here: Ha meHs 6611 (haHTaCTUUECKUM



KOMIIPOMAT, UTO 51 YyTHEIN He [JOKTOP 3710, KOTOPBIM KOHTPOJIMPYeT PYCCKUe sijepHble
KOMITAaHUY U B TO ’Ke BpeMsIEsSIBIISIeTCS arleHTOM OpUTaHCKOM pa3BemKH (

They made up

incredible stuff on me, like I was Dr. Evil who controlled Russian nuclear firms while being a
British agent.) But sometimes it’s hard to tell. 3To >ke

YKCTBHIM KOMIIPOMAT, MaHUITYJIS Vs 001ecTBeHHBIM co3HaHMeM (It’sEpure sleaze meant
to manipulate public opinion.)

So is thatBsleaze real or fake? Nobody knows. And that, my friends, is the real power of
KOMIIpOMaAT in any language.
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