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The CIA has declassified a document containing a large collection of Soviet era jokes in
English, the Meduza news website has reported.

The material was prepared for the CIA's deputy head of administration, but it is not known
why the jokes were included.

The document contains both popular and lesser known jokes from the Soviet era, including
the following examples: 

"A man walks into a shop. He asks the clerk, "You don't have any meat?" The clerk says, "No,
here we don't have any fish. The shop that doesn't have any meat is across the street."

"An American explains to a Russian that the United States is a truly free country because he
can stand in front of the White House and shout 'To hell with Ronald Reagan!' The Russian
says that this is nonsense, because he can easily stand in Red Square and shout 'To hell with

https://www.cia.gov/library/readingroom/document/cia-rdp89g00720r000800040003-6


Ronald Reagan."

Related article: Spy Games: How The Spectre of Surveillance Impacts Moscow’s Foreigners

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2017/01/19/cia-declassifies-archive-of-soviet-jokes-in-english-a568
60

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/02/03/spy-games-how-the-spectre-of-surveillance-impacts-the-lives-of-moscows-foreigners

