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Tatyana Moskalkova

Russian Human Rights Ombudswoman Tatyana Moskalkova has praised the European Court
of Human Rights (ECHR) for delivering a “balanced” verdict on Russia's U.S. adoption ban.

The ECHR ruled on Tuesday that Russia’s law stopping U.S. citizens from adopting Russian
children broke human rights law. Judges found that the law violated claimants’ right to family
life and illegally discriminated against prospective parents on grounds of nationality.

Moskalkova, who met with ECHR President Guido Raimondi on Tuesday, wrote on Instagram
that the decision had been “balanced” and that Russian judges had been involved in the
verdict.
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Встретилась с Председателем Европейского Суда по правам человека Гвидо Раймонди. В ходе
встречи обсудили проблемные вопросы работы ЕСПЧ по рассмотрению обращений граждан
России. В частности, в мой адрес поступает много обращений о затягивании сроков
рассмотрения дел в ЕСПЧ, об отсутствии прозрачности в работе ЕСПЧ, о сложности для
некоторых граждан получить защиту в ЕСПЧ из-за нежелания обращаться в суд против своей
страны, ведь они жалуются не на Россию, а на конкретных судей или чиновников. Руководство
ЕСПЧ отметило огромный прогресс России в деле защиты прав человека,  о чём
свидетельствует сокращение за последние 4 года  в 4 раза - с 40 тыс до 8 тыс в год количества
обращений граждан России в ЕСПЧ. Отдельно с участием судьи от России в ЕСПЧ Д. И. Дедовым
обсудили сегодняшнее очень взвешенное решение ЕСПЧ по делу о "законе Димы Яковлева".

A photo posted by Татьяна Москалькова (@moskalkova.official) on Jan 17, 2017 at 11:11am PST

The decision was slammed by Russia's Children's Ombudswoman Anna Kuznetsova and the
Kremlin has already vowed to appeal the decision.

“The Russian Federation must fulfil its obligations under the UN's convention on the rights of
the child,” the ombudswoman's press service said in a statement. “The United States is not a
party to this convention and is not obliged to follow basic international principles to protect
children's rights."

Kuznetsova also alleged that the United States had repeatedly failed to provide information on
Russian children who had been adopted to American families.
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The law, which came into force in January 2013, banned all U.S. couples from adopting Russian
children, including those who were already part-way through adoption proceedings.

Most of the American families involved had already spent time with their prospective
children, many of whom suffered from serious illnesses or disabilities.

The law was named in honor of Dima Yakovlev, a Russian-born toddler who died
of heatstroke in Virginia in 2008 after being left in a locked car by his adoptive parents. The
couple was ultimately acquitted of involuntary manslaughter.

Russian officials claimed that the law protected children such as Dima from being mistreated
by adoptive parents in the United States. However, critics slammed the law as a reaction to the
United States' so-called Magnitsky List, which placed sanctions on high-ranking government
officials which the U.S. accused of human rights violations. 
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