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Russia's Human Rights Ombudswoman
Praises 'Balanced' Verdict on U.S.
Adoption Ban

January 18, 2017

Tatyana Moskalkova

Russian Human Rights Ombudswoman Tatyana Moskalkova has praised the European Court
of Human Rights (ECHR) for delivering a ‘“balanced” verdict on Russia's U.S. adoption ban.

The ECHR ruled on Tuesday that Russia’s law stopping U.S. citizens from adopting Russian
children broke human rights law. Judges found that the law violated claimants’ right to family
life and illegally discriminated against prospective parents on grounds of nationality.

Moskalkova, who met with ECHR President Guido Raimondi on Tuesday, wrote on Instagram
that the decision had been “balanced” and that Russian judges had been involved in the
verdict.
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BcTpeTtunachk ¢ NMpencenatenem Esponeickoro Cyna no npasam Yyenoeeka Mengo PanmoHgun. B xoge
BCTpedn obcyaunun npobnemHble Bonpockl paboTbl ECMY no paccMoTpeHuio obpalleHnin rpaxaaH
Poccumn. B 4acTHOCTM, B MO agpec NocTynaeT MHOro obpalleHnin o 3aTArmBaHMM CPOKOB
paccMoTpeHmnsa gen B ECIMY, 06 oTcyTcTBUM Npo3pavHocTy B paboTe ECIMY, 0 CnoXxHOCTM ans
HEKOTOpbIX rpa)kaaH noay4nTb 3awmnTy B ECMY n3-3a HexxenaHma obpallatbCs B Cy4 NPOTMB CBOEN
CTPaHbl, BeAb OHU XXanylTca He Ha POCCUIO, @ Ha KOHKPETHbIX CyAen Uan YUHOBHUKOB. PYKOBOACTBO
ECMNY oTMeTnNI0 OrpoMHbIN Nporpecc Poccum B Aene 3alnThl NpaB YeI0BEKE, 0 YEM
CBUAETeNbCTBYET COKpalleHune 3a nocnegHme 4 roga B 4 pasa - ¢ 40 ThiC [0 8 ThIC B rof, KOJIMyecTBa
obpaweHni rpaxxaaH Poccum B ECMY. OTaenbHO € y4actrem cyabn oT Poccum B ECMNY [. U. enosbim
obcyannn cerogHsLLHee o4eHb B3BelleHHoe pelleHne ECMY no geny o "3akoHe Oumsbl ikoBnesa".

The decision was slammed by Russia's Children's Ombudswoman Anna Kuznetsova and the
Kremlin has already vowed to appeal the decision.

“The Russian Federation must fulfil its obligations under the UN's convention on the rights of
the child,” the ombudswoman's press service said in a statement. “The United States is not a
party to this convention and is not obliged to follow basic international principles to protect
children's rights."

Kuznetsova also alleged that the United States had repeatedly failed to provide information on
Russian children who had been adopted to American families.
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The law, which came into force in January 2013, banned all U.S. couples from adopting Russian
children, including those who were already part-way through adoption proceedings.

Most of the American families involved had already spent time with their prospective
children, many of whom suffered from serious illnesses or disabilities.

The law was named in honor of Dima Yakovlev, a Russian-born toddler who died
of heatstroke in Virginia in 2008 after being left in a locked car by his adoptive parents. The
couple was ultimately acquitted of involuntary manslaughter.

Russian officials claimed that the law protected children such as Dima from being mistreated
by adoptive parents in the United States. However, critics slammed the law as a reaction to the
United States' so-called Magnitsky List, which placed sanctions on high-ranking government
officials which the U.S. accused of human rights violations.
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