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Russia is ready to discuss scrapping its ban on U.S. families
adopting Russian children, 
a top
official has announced.

Valentina Matvienko, the speaker in Russia's higher house of
parliament, the Federation
Council, said that the Russian government
was “open to dialogue.”

She claimed that the Kremlin had never wanted to keep the law in
place, but accused the
United States of refusing to work with
Moscow officials.

“If the United States can guarantee our children's rights and
well-being, if they are ready to
cooperate with our diplomatic
representatives, and if they can ensure that our officials
are
updated on the children's well-being, then there's no reason that
everything can't
'return to normal,'” she said. “It was never our
aim to keep this law in place.”
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Related article: Russia's Ban on U.S. Adoptions Breaks Human Rights Law, Rules ECHR

Matvienko also accused U.S. officials of prolonging the ban by refusing to try and broker a deal
with the Kremlin.

"There has been no attempt by U.S. authorities to begin a dialogue with Russia on the issue
over the last three years,” she said. “Not a single step was made to try and solve this
problem.”

The politician's words come after the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) ruled that the
ban, which came into force in January 2013, was discriminatory and illegal.

The decision has already been slammed by Russia's Children's Ombudswoman Anna
Kuznetsova and the Kremlin, which has vowed to appeal the decision.

The law was named in honor of Dima Yakovlev, a Russian-born toddler who died while in the
custody of his adoptive American family in 2008. While officials argue the the legislation
protects Russian children — the United States still has not signed the United Nations'
convention on the rights of the child — critics claim that the law is a reaction to the United
States' so-called Magnitsky List, which placed sanctions on high-ranking government
officials.
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