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French presidential candidate Marine Le Pen has again pledged to recognize Crimea as part of
Russia if she is victorious in the country’s presidential elections in April.

Le Pen, who heads the right-wing National Front party and has previously received campaign
funds from a Russian bank, promised that she would “free” French-Russian relations from
“interference” by NATO, the United States, and the European Union.

"I’ve recognized Crimea as part of Russia ever since the referendum [held on the peninsula in
2014] showed that the Crimean people wanted to join Russia,” she said in an interview with
Russian tabloid Izvestia.

“The fact that Crimea became a Ukrainian territory after the fall of the Soviet Union was
purely an administrative matter; the peninsula was never Ukrainian. I regret that the
referendum was not recognized by the international community or the United Nations,” she
said.

http://izvestia.ru/news/657858
http://izvestia.ru/news/657858
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Le Pen said that the Ukrainian crisis would instead be solved through peaceful negotiation and
called on the EU to stop “demonizing” Russia to ensure that all parties would meet for talks.

"Sanctions are a senseless method of diplomacy: all countries should show respect to each
other, to negotiate on an equal footing and to make compromises which are acceptable to all,"
she said.

Le Pen’s pledge comes as she searches for additional funding for her presidential campaign,
having lost a $11 million loan from First Czech Russian Bank in July, 2016. The bank saw its
licence revoked by the Russian Central Bank for “unsatisfactory assets.”

In December, Bloomberg reported that the Front National was struggling to find funding for
Le Pen’s presidential campaign. The party's treasurer has since announced that the National
Front is seeking alternative financing.

The first round of the French presidential election will be held on April 23.

Le Pen's rival in the elections, Republican party candidate Francois Fillon, also boasts close
links with Moscow. Fillon has stressed that Russia is a “crucial partner” for France, and has
promised to lift European sanctions imposed on Moscow following the 2014 Crimea
annexation.
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