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Russian Troops Being Briefed for
Deployment in Syria — Reports
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January 13,2017
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Russian army personal are being briefed for deployment in Syria, according to military
brochuresBobtained by Russia's Novaya Gazeta newspaper.

Leaflets filled with basic ArabicBphrases and commands, health and safety advice, and tips
onBidentifying Islamic State spies are being distributed to men inEBChechnya's 46

' OBRON

brigade, the news outlet reported.
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— CIT (en) (@CITeam__en) January 12, 2017

The brigade, which previously formedBpart of of Chechnya's notorious Sever special
operations battalion,Bnow belongs to Russia's National Guard.

The reports have fueled speculation that Moscow could be preparing to increase its troops
within Syria, despite claims from the Kremlin that is was scaling down its military presence in
the region. Moscow has previously supported Syria's President Assad with aid and air

support.

One brochure is emblazoned with theBlogo of the Russian army — a red, white and blue star
— and features a basic Russian-ArabicBphrase book, a map of Syria and the Middle East, and
an illustratedBguide to military equipment and ranks within the Syrian army.

The second leaflet, which states thatRit has been issued by the National Guard itself, features
the emblemBof the 46
™ OBRON brigade.

The pamphlet contains several chapters describing Syria's language, festivals, currency and
customs, as well asBintricate descriptions of how to distinguish between different
armedBgroups, military scouts, spies, and journalists.

Related article: Putin’s Great White Fleet

The booklet advises troops to describeBthemselves as “Mukhabarat” — a common name for
the SyrianBintelligence services — if they feel that a Syrian civilian hasB‘“behaved
inappropriately.”

The Syrian secret police have beenBaccused of repeatedly violating human rights, eventually
leading toRprotests — and the outbreak of civil war — in 2011.

Military experts say theBbrochures are similar to those handed out to Soviet troops before
andBduring the Afghan war, Novaya Gazeta reported.

The newspaper also speculated thatBthere was a deliberate misprint within the brochure,
allegedly toRgive Russia's Defense Ministry the chance to distance themselves fromEthe
pamphlets. A stamp on one of the booklet's inner pages describesBnonexistent 46

™ OBRON

battalion, rather than Chechnya'sEB64

th

Troops from Chechnya were deployed in Syria in December 2016 in order to protect the
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Russian airfield at Hmeimim in Syria's Latakia province, according to Chechen leader Ramzan
Kadyrov. He maintained it was "'well-known'" that Russian troops were not taking part in
ground operations.
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“It's well-known that Russian troopsBare not taking part in group operations in Syria,”
Kadyrov wrote onBhis Instagram page in December 2016.

“The Ministry of Defence has

neverBmade any secret of the fact it has an air base in Syria and thatBtroops are there to
ensure its security. The Chechen military will happilyBserve to protect this airbase if they
receive such an order. The enemy must be destroyed in itsBlair before its tentacles can reach
our homeland. [Terrorist groups] must be neutralized®away from our homeland! We are
ready [to fight] at any moment!"

The Caucasian Knot news website reported in December 2016 a unit of 500 troops was to be
deployed to Syria to serve as military police. A group of 12 Chechen soldiers were reportedly
dismissed for refusing to deploy.

The Russian Navy announced on Jan. 6 that its battlegroup in the Mediterranean Sea would be
heading home after '"completing its mission'" in Syria.

Beleaguered Russian aircraft carrier Admiral Kuznetsov was the first to leave the

group, followed by theBmissile cruiser Peter the Great. The battlegroup is

headedBtoward

the Russian port of Severomorsk, a town in the Murmansk regionBwhere Russia's Northern
Fleet is headquartered.
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