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"I'm Shocked, Just Shocked!" in Three
Russian Letters

By Michele A. Berdy

January 13,2017

Ona!: Uh-oh!; Tada!

Little®Russian words are trouble. All those two-, three- and sometimes four-letterBwords
like BoT, Ha, VX, ax, Hy, ara, yry, etc. have dozens of different meaningsBdepending on the
context, speaker, tone of voice and their combination withBother little words. If you hear
them being used and see the situation they areBused in, you know what they mean. But if you
read them or have to translateBthem you will find yourself muttering syllables to your
computer in differentBtones of voice, trying to pry out the meaning.

Today we’reBgoing to master how to blurt out surprise in Russian. First up:

Oma! — almost

always printed with anBexclamation mark.

Oma! isBwhat you say when something goes

wrong suddenly and unexpectedly: Bapyr maMIiouka B JTIOCTPe Hayaia MUTAaTh U uepe3
MUHYTY noracia. B Oma! B ckazan AHTOH B TemHOTe (Suddenly the lightbulb in the lamp
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began toEblink, and a minute later it went out. “Uh-oh,” Anton said in the darkness.)

If you areMa teenager or an adult joking around, you can use the form
omaHBbKU (Or sometimes
omauku): OnaubKu! TyT y MeHsI BBITIUIA JTaKa. (Crapola! BI screwed something up.)

But littleBwords are tricky, and

oraHis not always used to exclaim over an unexpected

problem. It can be used forBany surprise, including a pleasant one: BHyk

pbibaka

3aKU/IBIBAET B BOMIY YIOUKY 1 BApyT B oma! TyT ske

KitoHysa peiba! (The fisherman’s grandson throwsEhis line into the water and suddenly —
Ta da! A fish took the bait.)

It can alsoBbe used as something like the sound effect for almost any sudden movement.
ARtoddler takes a couple of steps and plops down on her bottom. Her parents say:

Oma!

(Whoops a daisy!) In the park, aBdog jumps out from behind a tree and starts a game of
doggie tag. The dogs’Bowners say: Oma! (Surprise!)

AnotherBthree-letter word that can be used to show surprise is

are. This should not be

confused with EI'S — pronounced ye-ge — which is theBabbreviation of the egunabIN
rocyZapCcTBeHHbIM 3K3aMeH (uniform state exam). re is a slightly lower key versionBof
oma

and canBbe used to exclaim over bad and good surprises.

Jlaske B3OPOTrHYII OT

HEOXKUIaHHOCTU.KHE 3re! A ThI 4ero TYT Jenaelb?

(IBwas so surprised I jumped. “Whoa!

What are you doing here?”) TpeHep ckasan: “3re, fia Tbl yeMnuoHomB6Oyers!” (
His trainer

said,R“

Oho! You’ll be a champ some day!”)

If you likeBan exclamation with a bit more meat on it, I can offer you:

BoT Tebe Ha! You

sayHBthese words — translated literally as the incomprehensible “here you are takeRit” —
when you are shocked or surprised and very annoyed. This is what you sayBwhen you do a bit
too much celebrating on Friday night and wake up SaturdayBmorning hungover. Really
hungover. How hungover? BoT

Tebe Ha, MPOCHYJICS Hen3BecTHO rae (What the hell? I woke up and hadBno idea where I was.)
Or when you convince yourself that your neighbor was aBnice guy who was just nosy, but
then you discover he was professionally nosy: BoT Te6e Ha! 3HaunT, OH TOUHO 3()3COEIIHUK...
(Damn! It turns out he was from the FSB...)

My personalBfavorite exclamation of dismay is
ronu Thl, which IBlike because it’s almost the
perfect equivalent of “get out of here.” YourBfriend calls you up and tells you a mutual



acquaintance got married over thelweekend. You say:
IToom >x Tol! (Get out of here!) And
she’s marrying your ex-husband? ITogu >x! (Shut the front door!)

Of courseByou can use all of them together when you’re truly shocked.
Poccus umeet

KoMIIpoMaT Ha Tpamiia... (Russia has compromising material on Trump....)&
OnaubKku! BoT

Tebe Ha! dre,BHY MO 3K THI...
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