
Alleged Litvinenko Assassins Added to
U.S. Sanctions List
January 10, 2017

Desmond Boylan / AP

The alleged killers of Russian spy Alexander Litvinenko have become the latest targets of U.S.
sanctions.

Andrei Lugovoy and Dmitry Kovtun were both named as Litvinenko’s alleged assassins in an
inquiry released by the British government in January 2016.

The pair were blacklisted by the U.S. Treasury on Tuesday, alongside the head of Russia’s
Investigative Committee, Alexander Bastrykin, and two other officials, Stanislav Gordievsky
and Gennady Plaksin. Gordievsky and Plaksin have both been implicated in the death of
lawyer and whistleblower Sergei Magnitsky, who died in a Russian prison in 2009.

John Kirby, spokesperson for the U.S. State department, said that the men had been
sanctioned after “extensive research,” the Agence France Press news agency reported,

Kirby said that the men had been included on the sanctions list because they had either held

https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/OFAC-Enforcement/Pages/20170109.aspx


"roles in the repressive machinery of Russia's law enforcement systems,” or were “involved
in notorious human rights violations."

Lugovoy and Kovtun are accused of murdering former Russian agent Litvinenko in London in
2006 by poisoning his tea with polonium. The inquiry, which was partly based on evidence
that is still classified, confirmed that Litvinenko had worked with the British security services.
The report speculates that the former agent’s murder had been approved by Russian President
Vladimir Putin.

Related article: The Litvinenko Affair: An Anglo-Russian Exercise in Futility

The Kremlin has condemned the report as "opaque" and "politically motivated," and has
refused to extradite the men.

Lugovoy now holds a seat in Russia’s State Duma for the Liberal Democratic Party (LDPR).
Kovtun told the TASS news agency on Tuesday that he had "never wanted to go the United
States, never had anything there, and never been interested in going there.”

Forty-four individuals have been targeted by U.S. sanctions since 2009. Those on the blacklist
see any assets under U.S. jurisdiction frozen, cannot receive American visas, and are barred
from doing business with U.S. companies.
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