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Hacker Labels Obama's Russian Hacking
Allegations 'Hysteria'
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Marcel Lazar Lahel, a convicted Romanian hacker better known as "Guccifer," has criticized
the cyber-warfare accusations against Russia.

"The Americans went crazy about Russia and Russia invading the United States. This is
madness. It's hysterical," the hacker said in an interview with Fox News.

Lazar is currently serving a sentence in a Romanian prison for cyber crime. In May 2016, he
claimed to have hacked into the personal email account of Former Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton. FBI officials, who were investigating Clinton over the use of a private email server at
the time, said that Lazar provided no evidence for his claim.

In 2019, Lazar will be released from Romanian custody and extradited to the United States to
serve part of his sentence there.

During the 2016 presidential election campaign, a hacker calling himself Guccifer 2.0 broke


http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2017/01/04/guccifer-casts-doubt-on-obama-administrations-russia-hacking-claims.html

into the computer network of the Democratic National Committee, and leaked a number of
emails to Wikileaks. According to a number of U.S. intelligence agencies and private cyber-
security firms, Guccifer 2.0 was the creation of Russian intelligence agencies.

Like the original Guccifer, Guccifer 2.0 claimed to be Romanian and denied knowledge of the
Russian language. However, it was found that the hacker had used a Russian-language only
VPN when he communicated with journalists from The Hill newspaper.

In interviews with other journalists, Guccifer 2.0's Romanian language skills were so poor
that he was suspected of using an online translator.

In response to Russia's alleged inference in the election, the Obama Administration
introduced a new round of sanctions against Russian individuals and organizations.
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