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Russian Cosmetics Market Hit by
Crackdown on Surrogate Alcohol

December 29, 2016
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Valery Matytsin / TASS

Retailers of household products and cosmetics say their sales are suffering from the
temporary ban on the sale of products containing over 25 percent alcohol.

The newspaper Vedomosti reported that representatives of Russia's Drugstore Union sent
letters complaining about the ban and its effects to the consumer watchdog Rospotrebnadzor
and the Ministry of Industry and Trade.

On Dec. 23 Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev instructed the head of Rospotrebnadzor Anna
Popova to suspend the sale of non-food products with an ethyl alcohol content of more than
25 percent for up to 30 days. Exceptions were made for perfume and windshield fluid.

The decision was a response to a case of mass poisoning in Irkutsk due to the consumption of
surrogate alcohol, which killed almost 80 people. The victims had drunk Hawthorn berry
tincture, a bath lotion that normally contains a high percentage of ethyl alcohol. The product
the victims consumed, however, was found to contain methanol.



Related article: Death Toll From Siberian Alcohol Poisoning Rises to 55

According to the Drugstore Union's letter, there are many non-perfume products which
contain over 25 percent alcohol. These include lotions, tonics, hair styling products,
deodorants and others. But the ban does not include products such as the cologne Triple,
which contains less than 25 percent alcohol and sells for 15 rubles, "with a totally obvious
intended purpose,' the letter notes.

In order to alleviate pressure on retailers, the Drugstore Union asked Rospotrebnadzor to
exclude perfume, aerosol products and products over 100 rubles from the ban.

On Dec. 28, Rospotrebnadzor published a letter on its website addressed to its regional offices.
The letter advises regional authorities to distinguish between products based on the method
of manufacture and packaging. For example, aerosol hairspray, mousses, deodorants and
antiperspirants with roller applicators have packages that do not allow them to be used as
alcohol surrogates. The letter also states that products which have a price well below the
minimum price of alcoholic beverages are potentially risky.
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