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Russian Anti-Doping Officials Admit
‘Institutional Conspiracy’
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Technicians llya Podolsky and Natalia Bochkaryova work at the Russian anti-doping laboratory in
Moscow, Russia. Sergei Karpukhin / Reuters

The acting head of the Russian Anti-Doping Agency (RUSADA) has called Russian athletes
using performance-enhancing drugs an "institutional conspiracy" in an interview with the
New York Times.

Anna Antseliovich said she was “shocked” by the revelations made in theBcourse of the
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) investigation, which uncovered years’ of doping schemes.
However, Antseliovich emphasized that the government’s top officialsBwere not involved.

Vitaly®Smirnov, head of Russia’s independent anti-doping commission,
echoedBAntseliovich's statements.

“From my point of view as a former minister of sport and president of the Olympic
committee, we made a lot of mistakes,” he said.


http://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/27/sports/olympics/russia-doping.html

However, Smirnov also denied that there was a state-sponsored doping system and said he
would defer to the globalBgoverning bodies of each sport to rule on the evidence.

WADA's independent investigation revealed®that more than a thousand Russian athletes
spanning 30 different sports were connected with the use ofBperformance-enhancing drugs
or the concealment of positive urine samples.

The investigation also found evidence that 12 Russian athletes who won medals at the 2014
Winter Olympic Games in Sochi had substituted their drug test samples.

Related article: Ready, Steady, Dope: Russian Elite Sport in Deep Trouble

The allegations come as part ofBa report compiled by Richard McLaren, the lawyer who
investigated theHcase.

McLaren'sBreport covers the 2011-2015 period, during which, the

investigator claims, Russia carried out aBmassive operation to cover-up positive drug tests.

Related article: First Anger, Then Denial: Russia Reacts to New WADA Accusations

TheRfirst part of McLaren's report was published in July 2016, and accusedBofficials of the
Federal Security Service (FSB) and the Russian Sports Ministry ofBconcealing positive drug
test results and substituting urine samples during theBOlympic Games in Sochi.

Related article: Kremlin Spokesman Calls to 'Verify' New York Times Doping Interview
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