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Russia
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A new strain of the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) is spreading in Russia, and
researchers say it is significantly more dangerous than standard HIV, the TASS news agency
reported on Wednesday.

The new virus is a mix of the common strain of HIV found in Russia and a new strain from
Central Asia, according to Dr. Eduard Karamov, head of the immunology laboratory at the D.I.
Ivanovsky Institute of Virology

Russia has an HIV strain that is distinct from those in Western Europe, the United States,
Africa, and China. However, this is changing rapidly, Karamov said.

"Now a new virus has arrived with migrant workers from Central Asia and infected an
enormous number of people, including in Moscow, ' he said.

According to Karamov, the new virus, which is called A63, is significantly more dangerous
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than the common Russian strain of HIV.

In order to control and prevent the spread of HIV in Russia, Karamov said it was necessary to
monitor its hybridization and mixing. He proposed creating an inter-ministerial commission
to study HIV, with the Russian Academy of Sciences playing a key role.

Earlier, Russian Academy of Sciences' President Vladimir Fortov had instructed the head of
the Federal Research and Methodological Center for the Control and Prevention of HIV
Infection, Vadim Pokrovsky, to bring the scientific community's proposals to the relevant
executive bodies of the Russian government.

During Pokrovsky's own speech at the presidium, he emphasized that up to 6 percent of HIV
strains were showing resistance to various drugs. According to him, work is under way at the
Central Research Institute of Epidemiology to find methods for fighting the new drug-
resistant viral strains.
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