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Philippe Duquesne, Yuliya Vysotskaya and Christian Clauss in a scene from "Paradise." Courtesy of
Andrei Konchalovsky Studios

AndreiBKonchalovsky's "Paradise" has been included in the so-calledBshortlist of nine
foreign language films to compete for next year's OscarBaward.

TheBacclaimed director's film is the Russia's official entry in the U.S. Academy of @Motion
Pictures and Sciences' annual ritual of bestowing the golden statuetteBRto noteworthy
pictures, which will be presented in April.

"Paradise,' Bone of 85 films entered in the competition, will be competing with
motionBEpictures from Australia, Canada, Denmark, Germany, Iran, Norway, Sweden
andBSwitzerland.

ThisBrepresents another significant honor for director Konchalovsky, whose work
wasHrecognized earlier this year at the Venice film festival. American film buffs'Bfamiliarity
with the Russian auteur puts him in an enviable position in theBOscar race.



"TheBresponse to the movie has been quite overwhelming and humbling," theBdirector said,
adding, ""The historical subject matter is extraordinarilyBimportant today given the
worldwide political climate and certain factions thatBare trying to deny the very existence of
the holocaust."

The storyBof "Paradise' centers around three main characters — Olga, aBbeautiful
aristocratic Russian emigre and member of the French resistance;B]Jules, a corrupt French
police collaborator; and Helmut, an idealistic andBstaunch supporter of Nazism, who is a
high-ranking German SS officer.

TheBdirector says all of his characters are very different people whose paths crossBunder
extreme circumstances against the backdrop of the World War I1.

In reactingBto the motion picture community's response to his film, Konchalovsky said
thatBhe is "very happy as I found that our efforts to preserve the memory ofB8those who
vanished in concentration camps will not be lost."

DistributorsBof "Paradise' have been aggressively promoting the film — holdingBspecial
screenings, placing ads in the entertainment trade publications andBhosting receptions.

TheBshortlisted nine foreign films eventually will be reduced to five nominees toBcompete
for the 89th annual Oscar award.
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