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A man gestures near to the body of Ambassador Karlov at a photo gallery in Ankara, Turkey, Dec. 19,
2016. Burhan Ozbilici / AP

Russia’s ambassador to Turkey, Andrei Karlov, was assassinated on Monday, while attending
an art exhibition in the Turkish capital of Ankara. The Russian Foreign Ministry has
confirmed the diplomat's death.

The shooter, who is believed to have been a radical Islamist, was then killed by special forces,
who quickly raided the museum. According to CNN Türk, several other individuals — as many
as three people— were also injured in the attack. 

Turkish President Erdoğan has already telephoned President Putin directly and informed him
about the attack on Ambassador Karlov.

Regional expert Orkhan Dzhemal told The Moscow Times that he believes the attacker most
likely belonged to the Al-Nusra Front terrorist organization, which has been banned in
Russia. Dzhemal says the group is weaker now in Turkey than it was a few years ago, but it



remains strong enough to carry out an act like this.

Andrey Chuprygin, a professor of world economy and politics at Moscow's Higher School of
Economics, told The Moscow Times that the attack is possibly aimed at both Turkey and
Russia, in response to the Turkish establishment's tightening ties with the Kremlin. “This
attack can hurt their image,” Chuprygin says. “It makes sense, because Aleppo has been taken,
also, thanks to Ankara’s commitment. Turks agreed to stop supporting eastern Aleppo in the last
assault.”

The assassination comes one day before Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu planned
to visit Moscow, to discuss cooperation on the war in Syria with Russian and Iranian officials.
That meeting is still scheduled to go ahead, Turkish officials told the Russian news agency
TASS. 
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Creepy photos of the Russian ambassador to Turkey & his assailant right before the
shooting at an #Ankara exhibit, and then the aftermath
pic.twitter.com/G1AbtUwc51

— Alec Luhn (@ASLuhn) December 19, 2016

In video footage shared on social media, several gunshots rang out, and Karlov collapsed to
the ground, apparently killed instantly. He was shot as he addressed a crowd gathered for the
opening of the “Russia Through a Turk's Eyes” photo exhibition. 
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Good translation here by @barinkayaoglu of the shooter's words after killing
Russian ambassador. #Turkey pic.twitter.com/savpeZ0nKk

— Amarnath Amarasingam (@AmarAmarasingam) December 19, 2016

The mayor of Ankara has reportedly confirmed that the attacker was a Turkish policeman.
According to claims on social media, he was 22 years old, and screamed “Allah Akhbar!” after
opening fire. He also shouted about the assault on Aleppo in Syria.

Local news outlets in Turkey claimed the assailant was involved in FETO, an organization run
by Fethullah Gulen, who lives in exile in the United States. FETO is banned as a terrorist
organization in Turkey, where journalists say the assailant was fired from Turkish police,
following the unsuccessful coup attempt in Turkey on July 15, earlier this year.

Outside the art gallery, first responders rushed to the scene.
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All Monday, condolences and condemnations have been pouring in from around the world.
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We condemn this act of violence, whatever its source. Our thoughts and prayers are
with the victims and their families. (2 of 2)

— John Kirby (@statedeptspox) December 19, 2016
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Shocked to hear of despicable murder of #Russia's Ambassador to #Turkey. My
thoughts are with his family. I condemn this cowardly attack.

— Boris Johnson (@BorisJohnson) December 19, 2016
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Devastating news about Andrei Karlov. My wife & my thoughts with his wife
Marina & family & to all colleagues at Russian Embassy.

— Richard Moore (@UKAmbRichard) December 19, 2016

Back in Russia, right-wing nationalist politician Vladimir Zhirinovsky has described the
assassination as a false-flag operation by the West.
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Убийство нашего посла в Турции - провокация. Запад боится дружбы
России и Турции. Глубокие соболезнования родным и близким Андрея
Карлова...

— Жириновский В.В. (@Zhirinovskiy) December 19, 2016

“The murder of our ambassador in Turkey is a provocation. The West fears the friendship
between Russia and Turkey. My deepest sympathies to Andrei Karlov's friends and family.”
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Karlov's assassination mars a reconciliation between the Turkish and Russian governments
that began this summer, after Ankara made apologetic overtures to the Kremlin, months
following the downing of a Russian aircraft by the Turkish Air Force in November 2015, along
the country's border with Syria. The incident led to a sharp decline in bilateral ties, and Russia
briefly imposed several sanctions on Turkey.
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