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Misandry: MHU3aHIPHUA

If misogynyRis hatred or prejudice against women, what’s hatred or prejudice against
men?BThis word is much less common in English: misandry. And how do you
sayR“misandry” in Russian? Simple! ®emuuusm (feminism).

That’s a joke, folks. But as Russians like to say: B KasKo Ity TKe ecTb 0J1s1 mpaBAasl (There’s
aBkernel of truth in every joke).

demuHM3M in Russia is oftenBassociated with hatred of men

rather than with the really exciting work ofBfeminists, like lobbying for affordable childcare.

But back to hate speech, which I am still trying to master. InBRussian there is an equivalent
word for misandry — mu3sanzapus. But it’s more aBmedical term that you
'd hear it on a
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shrink’s couch instead of a word you’d hear aroundBthe kitchen table.

Like its counterpart Mmuszorunusi, Mu3aHpus isBbetter known as form of hatred:
My>KeHeHaBUCTHUUYeCcTBO (man-hating). ItsBpractitioners are

MY>KeHeHaBUCTHUIIBI (man-

haters). These man-haters are women — you canBtell by the

—wu1ia ending — but you also

can find my>keHeHaBUCTHUKM (male man-haters).B0n one of my favorite Russian websites
where people ask questions aboutBeverything from the origin of idioms to the recipe for a
sure-fire love potion,BI found this query:

S My>KUMHA U 1 My>KeHeHaBUCTHUK. ITO

HopMainbHO? (I'm a manBand I hate men. Is that normal?) Consensus from the opinionated
public: iy K Bpauy (Go seeBa doctor.)

But on that same fascinating site I found another kind ofBBman-haters: plants. Yes, there are
several kinds of indoor plants that RussiansEcall

My>KeHeHaBUCTHMKUY (man-haters):

BbloIieecst KOMHATHbBIE paCTeHHsI — MY>KeHeHaBUCTHUKU, YeM Kpyde pacTeHHe TeM XyrKe
>RUBeTCcs Tam myskumHaM!B(Climbing indoor plants are man-haters, and the more the plant
twists, theBworse it is for the men living there!)

Being called a man-hater is something women — andHpresumably plants

— try to avoid, like

this business executive: I coBcem He arpeccuBHasi PeMUHUCTKA U He My>KeHEeHaBUCTHUIIA
(I'm reallyBnot an aggressive feminist and not a man-hater.) Apparently women have to
beHcareful at work:

Kity6 My>KeHeHaBUCTHUI MOSKET CTUXHUIHO 06pa3oBaThest (A clubBof

man-haters can spontaneously appear). But it’s easy to spot suchBa club

— the tip-off must

be the preponderance of climbing vines on allBthe window sills.

But these all these man- and women-hating are, thankfully, fairlyBobscure forms of hatred
and prejudice. More common are pacuctbl,Bdefined as

Te, KTO CUNTaeT KapAUHAIbHO

IPYTUMU JTtofied mpyrou packl (peopleBwho think other people of another race are
fundamentally different).

Another garden-variety hater is HanmonanuctB(nationalist), although some people take
pride in the moniker: MHe, Kak pyCCKOMY HaIJIOHAJIMCTY, 3a ep>KaBy IPUSATHO, KOT/Ia
HAII¥ CIOPTCMEHBI BBIUTPBIBAIOT, IOIYUAIOT 30/I0Thie Mefanu (As aBRussian nationalist,
I’'m pleased for the state when our athletes win gold medals.) ButBmost of the time being a
nationalist puts you in bad company: 3To HallMOHaIUCThI, PALIUCTEI, IpeIaTeIV POOUHBI,
6anauThl, npectynHuKY (TheseBare nationalists, fascists, traitors, gangsters, and crooks).



IMloBuHMCTHI (chauvinists) are extreme nationalists. WithBthis word, the connotation is
virtually always negative, although sometimesBEpeople pretend it

’s okay: [la s IIOBUHUCT,

yTO II0X0ro B 3TOoM? (Yes, I’m a chauvinist — what’s wrong with that?)

Then there are “phobes” — kcerod06 (xenophobe) u pycodob (Russophobe). The first is a
person who fears and hates allBoutsiders.

But the Russophobe is somethingBelse: a largely

mythical creature who allegedly hates all things Russian. IfByou complain about Moscow

’s

icy streets, you’re pycodo6. If you criticize the new monument of Vladimir the Great, you're
pycodo6. If youRexpress concern over the Russian policy in Syria, you're

pycodob6. If

youBsend out a snarky tweet about the attempts to decriminalize domestic violenceBRin
Russia, you’re pycodo6.

In these cases, I just smile and say: I He pycod06 u 1 He GeMUHUCTKA. I — Mep3Kasi
>ReHIMHA. (I'mBnot a Russophobe and I
'm not a feminist. I’m a nasty woman.)

Guaranteed to end the conversation instantly.
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