Crimean Authorities Urge Residents to
Save Energy Amid Fear of Power
Shortages
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Crimean authorities have asked local residents to turn off household heaters in a bid stop
energy shortages.

The peninsula's Ministry of Fuel and Energy said that families would need to "limit the use of
household heating appliances' throughout the winter. The average December temperature in
the region is 3 degrees Celsius.

"It is very important to use electricity efficiently and economically, as well as observe the
general rules of energy conservation, which will significantly reduce consumption," the
Ministry said in an official statement on Friday.

Electricity consumption in the annexed peninsula peaks at more than 1,300 MW during the
morning and evening, creating a deficit, the ministry said.



The report also appealed to businesses to curb their energy use at peak times.

The destruction of two power pylons near mainland Ukraine on Nov. 22, 2015, led to a near-
total blackout in the Crimea. Crimean leader Sergei Aksyonov only ended a state of emergency
in the peninsula in May 2016, several days after Russia completed an energy bridge to link the
peninsula with Russia's Kuban region.
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