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INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

Moscow Says Europe Should Look in
Mirror Before Blaming Russia for EU
Disunity

November 25, 2016
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Russian Foreign Ministry spokesperson Maria Zakharova. Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service

Russian officials have denied the existence a Kremlin-backedBpropaganda campaign
targeting the European Union.

Speaking to journalists on Friday, Russian Foreign MinistryBspokesperson Maria Zakharova
criticized the European Parliament forBcomparing Kremlin-backed media outlets such as
Sputnik and Russia Today to propaganda made by terrorist groups banned in Russia, like the
Islamic State.

“We have repeatedly stated that Russia has no propagandaBcampaign against the EU. If the
European Union has any internalBissues, the cause of those problems must be found within,
rather thanB®blaming them on a third party,” she said.

In a non-legislative resolution passed on Nov. 23, the European Parliament condemned



Russia's state media asB“disinformation and propaganda” designed to “increase
Russia'sBinfluence and weaken the EU.”

The motion passed by 304 votes to 179, with 208 abstentions.

Russian officials criticized the resolution immediately,Bwith President Vladimir Putin
claiming that Europe wishes toBsilence “alternative viewpoints.”

"We are observing a

certain, quite obvious, degradation ofEBhow democracy is understood in Western society,"
Putin said onBWednesday.

Decide for yourself: Read our round-up of this Sunday's state television: Barack Obama:
Eunuch, Failure, Puppet-Master
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