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H36upars: to elect

It turnsBout that this whole election business is kind of tricky. You think that afterB240 years
you have it down pat, but then one day you wake up and turn on the TVEBand see that you
haven’t figured it out at all.

In Russian,Bverbs for choosing are based on the root for taking (
6paThb), which makes sense:
you take what youBchoose.

The verbEpair of choice on everyone’s lips this week is

n36upaTh/u36paTh (to elect). Mbl

n3bpanu HoBoro npe3ugeHTa (We elected a new president.) We call voters nuzbupartenu and
their ballots — u36upaTenbHbIe OIOITTETEHH.
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But anotherBverb pair,

BBIOMPATh/BBIOpATH (to choose) is also used inBelections. In fact,

elections are Bb160ps=I (literally choices), since an election is justBa big batch of individual
choices. And so we say: Mi3bupaTenu caenanu cBoi Beibop (The voters made their choice.)
TheBnext people to do their job are

BBIOOpIITUKY (electors), the folks who are in Koserus

BbIOOPIIMKOB (electoralBcollege). That takes place later.

Today PresidentBVladimir Putin made a speech of congratulation that shows how

BBIOMPATH

and u36upats get used when talking aboutBwhat happened on November 8.

3aBepIIUINCh

npe3ugeHTCcKYe BeiOOpHI (The presidential elections are over),Bhe said.

Xouy 1103paBUTh

aMepHKaHCKUM HApo[I C 3aBepllleHreM N30MpaTeTbHOro [IUKIIA, a FOCIIoAMHA [JoHambaa
Tpamma - ¢

mobenoi Ha 3Tux Bbhibopax (I want to congratulate the American peopleBwith the conclusion
of the electoral cycle and Mr. Donald Trump with victory inBthese elections.)

ThenBthere’s

nmobupaTh/momo6paTh (to select, to pick), which you useBwhen you picking,

say, the most beautiful painting or most succulent apple. Or,Byou know, the right people to
do the job: Ha Takyto 0TBeTCTBEHHYIO paboTy IoAOMpaTh Hao aydmux atojer (YouBhave
to pick the best people for work with this kind of responsibility.) Or theBright words to
describe them: Ci10B HE0OXOJMMBIX U TOUHBIX 5

nomo6path He MorHB(I couldn’t find the right words.)

If you likeBsomeone, you might pick them out of a line-up using the verb pair

0oTOMpaTh/0TOOpaTh: Ham faske AOBEPSIIOT OTOMPATH TYUIINX U3 KaHIUAATOB IJIST YIaCTHS

B

BbIOOpax (We are evenBentrusted with picking out the best candidates to run for office.)
Orif

you don’t like someone, you can take themBout of the line-up:

MpbI X0TeIu 0ToOpaTh BCEX

HeKBaTuUIMPOoBaHHBIX KaHAUIaTOB (We wanted to take out all the unqualified

candidates.)

You mightBeven want to use the verb pair

ybrpaTh/yopaTh, whichBmeans to take something

away, or make someone go away. Like, you know, SopranoBstyle:

Hapo ux yopaTs (You got to

get rid of them.) Although most of the time, unless you are aBmafia hitman, you use the verb
pair to describe cleaning up — taking things offBthe chairs and floor and putting them where
they belong. Mb1 yopanu UrpyIIiKy B AeTCKYI0 KoMmHaTy (WeBput the toys away in the
nursery.)

If you are notBdoing a deep clean but just neatening things up, use
npubupaTh/IpudpaTh:



MbpI
opicTpo npubpanu roctuHyto (We quickly tidied up the living room.)

If you wantBto get to the bottom of something, you use

pa3dbupaTh/pa3obpaTh, which means

to take something apart,Rliterally or figuratively.

Temnepb Haflo pa36MpaTh OMINOKU

obmiecTBeHHOrO nMpaBoco3HaHus (Now we have to figure out the errors in the public’sEsense
of justice.)

But noBmatter how much analysis you do, after you make a choice, you get what youBRchoose.
At least until 202o0.
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