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EguHCTBO: unity

Almost 100Byears ago on October 25 there was a coup d’etat in Russia that went down
inBhistory as

Benukast OKTs16pbcKasi PeBomroniyst (Great October Revolution), or Benukuii

OkTs16pB (Great October) for short. With something asBworld-shaking as a revolution, you’ve
got to have a holiday to celebrate it. ButBby the time the Soviet state got around to that,
they’d already switched fromBthe Julian to the Gregorian calendar and jumped ahead 13 days.
So from 1918 to 1991Bthey celebrated

IeHb BenmrKou OKTAOPBCKOM COITUATMCTUYECKOM

peBomtoriuu (Day of the Great October SocialistBRevolution) on November 7, apparently
untroubled by the incongruity.

Or maybeHBcelebrating October in November was practice for the Soviet policy,
laterBperfected, of calling black white. In any case, at some point people stoppedBbelieving
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that black was white and that Great October was in November, and theBSoviet Union
collapsed.

The newBgovernment condemned the revolution and would not celebrate it, but they
knewHthat their beleaguered people needed a few days off in November. So they kept
NovemberB?7 as a holiday, but in 1996 renamed it JleHs cornacus v npumupeHus (Day
ofBAccord and Reconciliation). Unfortunately, there was neither accord nor anyBdesire to
reconcile, so the country was back to calling black white.

In 2004 theBgovernment decided to scrap November 7 altogether, but they still wanted
aBNovember holiday. (Habits die hard.) After much flipping through history books and
clicking on calculators,Bthey decided that October 22 in the 17th century — aka November 4
today — wouldBbe a fine holiday. On that day, they said, a rebel army led by the peasant
KuzmaBMinin and the prince Dmitry Pozharsky attacked the
TIOJIbCKHE MHTEPBEHTHI”
(Polish invaders) and kicked them out of theBKremlin.

Or close enough. This, they
said,Bdemonstrated
obpa3er; repor3ma 1
CIUTOUEHHOCTH BCEro Hapofia BHe 3aBUCUMOCTU OT
MIPOUCXO>KIeHN S, BePOUCIIOBEJaHUS U
rosioskeHwus B obmrecTBe (an ideal of heroism and unity of the entireBnation regardless of
origins, religious belief or place in society). Or closeBenough.

AlthoughHthe holiday is called

IeHb HapogHoro enuHCTBO (Day of National Unity), for the

first several yearsBit was celebrated with something called

Pycckuyt Mapi (Russian March)

with people holding signs proclaiming Poccus pis

pycckux (RussiaBfor Russians), which seemed to be in rather violent opposition to the
centralBidea of the holiday. And we were back to calling black white again.

This yearBthe day will be marked by the unveiling of a large monument to Prince
Vladimir,Bclearly because he had just the sort of multi-national, multi-
confessionalBbackground that epitomizes

TepnuMOoCTh (tolerance) and crimoueHue

(unification). He was theRillegitimate son of a Kievan Prince of Scandinavian origin who, with
the helpBof an army from modern-day Norway, conquered the Slavic lands to become
theHleader of Kievan Rus in present-day Ukraine. Once a practicing pagan with aBslew of
concubines, he accepted Christianity in 988.

Meanwhile,Rin St. Petersburg the holiday is being celebrated with posters: M

bl eVIHBI J151

mupa — a strange, almost ungrammaticalBstatement that is most likely a translation from
the English: We’re united forBpeace. Close enough.

If the yearB2016 has taught us anything, it’s that a lot of people all over the world
loveBcalling black white. So a Christian saint on a secular holiday is no problem,Band a bad



Russian translation of an English slogan fits the bill.

C npasguurom! (Happy holiday!)

Michele A. Berdy is a Moscow-basedBtranslator and interpreter, author of “The Russian
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