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What's Big, Bad and Scary in Russian -
But Made of Straw?
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JKynen: bugbear

We all knowBRussian words that end in —

n3arnus, and we love them because most of them

have English equivalents endingBin —ization, like

MojiepHU3aIiusa (modernization) and

neranusanyd (legalization). Knowing the pattern, it’s easy toBfigure out
JIeCTaTMHU3AUS

(deStalinization) or ®CB-wu3arus (FSB-ization), or the much lamented dericOykuzaus
(Facebookization).

But thatBdidn’t help me with a word I found recently:
SKyTeTu3aliusl.
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To solveRthe mystery, first we have to find out what

>kytien is. The odd answer is that >kynen

is both brimstone and aBbogeyman — which seem like very different things to me. It turns
out that theRfirst meaning was sulfur or brimstone, that smelly stuff in the place you
don’tBwant to spend eternity. And then a good joke in a play by Alexander OstrovskyBcalled
‘“Hard Days” changed the meaning. In the play, a silly woman getsBfrightened by a
conversation and says: Kaxk ycibimy s1 ¢1oBo ‘>Rynen’”, TakBpPYRU-HOT'Y U 3aTPsICYTcs (as
soon as I hear the word “brimstone” (;kymesn), my arms and legs start shaking).BFrom that
moment on, >Kymes came to mean something terrible: 3To 6b11

KaKOM - TO >KyIies AJist MaH/ienbIlITaMa, BOIUIOIIeHYe BCETO MOIIIOTr0 U 6€3BKYCHOTO U B
UTepaType, U

B KCKyCCTBe, 1 B ObITY (That was the bane of Mandelshtam’sBexistance, the embodiment of
everything cheap and tasteless in literature, art,Band daily life.)

But moreBoften

>kytien is aBfake threat: iHTepHeT

cTas BceoOmuM skymenom (Internet has

become the all-purpose bogeyman.) As someoneBwrites:

[IponaraHga roMmocekcyanru3ma —

SKyTIeNT, TTIPUIYMaHHbIY TSI

TéMHBIX Tofel (Propaganda of homosexuality is aBbogeyman dreamed up for dim-witted
people.)

Today >kynenu3aius — the process of turningBsomething or someone into a bogeyman — is
a niche word and concept, found onBwebsites that identify and debunk propaganda
campaigns which specialize in >kynenu3zanus.BBut the word occasionally finds its way into
general discourse, like this®Bcomment from seven years ago:

JKynenuszanus vciama —

nporieccBomnacH

b1t 1711 Poccun (Making Islam into the bogeyman is dangerous for Russia.)

If you don’tBlike the word

>kytmien,BRussian has other words for that big, bag scary thing in

the corner, or theBnational debt, or free and fair elections — you know, whatever scares the
shirtBoff you. But interestingly they almost all have the sense of being a
manufacturedBrather than a real threat. Take

nyrano (scarecrow, bogeyman), from the word

nyrath (to scare): HanjmoHanu3aMB3ToBTONBKO Iyrano (Nationalism is just a strawman.) Or
nyranuiiie (stress on first syllable), anBold-fashioned word for scarecrow, only bigger and
uglier and scarier: BeccoHHMIIa €ro My4YunIia; eMy BCE UyIUIINCh KaKue-TO
oTBpaTuTenbHbleBMnyranuimia (He suffered from insomnia; he kept thinking he saw some
kind of&horrible hobgoblins.)

The verb cTrpamuTs (to terrify) has givenBRussian the word

cTpamuia, which is something

awful, particularly in physical appearance. TodayBliterature, TV and movies have inured us to
the scary-looking guy. Ctpammura is the fellow we know asBScarecrow in the Wizard of Oz,
who was so benign-looking that the crows sat onBhim. Or he’s a guy dressed up for



Halloween: JKénTblie 3yObI B HeIpeMeHHbBIM aTPUOYT JT1000roByBasKaroIero ceos
crpamuisbl (Yellow teeth are a required attribute of anyBself-respecting monster.) There is
also cTpammuinka, but the letter k makes it a horror story, notBa horror show:

Al He Bepro

HUKAaKUM CTPAIIMIKaM IIP0 MUPOBYIO sijepHYIo BovHY (I don’t believe anyBhorror stories
about worldwide nuclear war.)

Ain't scared of no threats.BBogeymanization doesn’t work on me.
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