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'Screw Sanctions,' Says President Putin

October 17,2016

Kremlin Press Service

Russian President Vladimir Putin saw his usual statesman-like demeanor crack on Sunday,
when he told journalists thatBBWestern sanctions could
“screw themselves.”

Speaking to Russian journalists in theBIndian city of Goa, Putin refused to use the
termB“counter-sanctions” when discussing Russia's boycott of WesternBfood imports,
insisting that they were merely “measures to defend the economy.”

“Yes, weEhave problems on vegetables, especially for fruit, but we knew it wasBgoing to
happen.ThereBhas been a definite increase in prices in the domestic market,”

heHRsaid.

“But®

[sanctions] have givenBa chance to domestic producers with the support of the state.”

The outburst has been removed from theHofficial transcript
of the event on the Kremlin



http://www.mk.ru/politics/2016/10/16/putin-otvetil-fig-im-na-vopros-ob-otmene-prodembargo.html
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/53103

website.

Putin also accused the United States ofBramping up international tensions to distract voters
from domesticBproblems in the run-up to next month's presidential elections.

He said that “creating an enemy” Bwas a common tactic to placate the electorate.

“Iran and the Iranian nuclear threatBdid not work well for that purpose. Russia is a more
interesting story. In myBopinion, this card is being played now,” he said.

Putin was also careful to avoid backingBany of the U.S. presidential hopefuls— but did praise
RepublicanBcandidate Donald Trump for his “calls for cooperation.”

“[Democrat candidate] Ms ClintonBchose her aggressive rhetoric and aggressive stance with
regard toBRussia, and Mr Trump, on the contrary, is calling for cooperation, atBleast against
terrorism.”

“We will certainly welcome anyone whoBwants to work with us,” he said.

President Putin traveled to India toBtake part in the 8
® BRICS Summit on Oct. 15 — 16.

The conference also saw Russia close aBnumber of arms deal, including an agreement to
provide India with an S-400 air defense system and 200 jointly-produced Kamov helicopters.
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