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JarostawBKaczynski, leader of Poland's ruling party, has announced plans toBbuild a canal to
bypass a stretch of territory controlled byBRussia.

“ByBbuilding this canal, we will demonstrate that we are a sovereignBcountry,” Kaczynski
toldBjournalists in the port city of Elblag. “This is for political-military interests,” heBadded.

The canalBwill go through the Vistula Split, a stretch of land that separatesBthe Vistula
Lagoon from the Gdansk Bay in the Baltic Sea. The onlyBway to access the Baltic from Elblag
is to go through RussianHcontrolled waters. The canal, which authorities plan to complete
byE2022, aims to change that.

“WeBalready know that Russia will be against the building of the canal.®But we will do it
anyway. Soon, we will be celebrating the dig of theBfirst shovel,” said Kaczynski.
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EcologistsBand locals, many of whom live off holiday-makers who travel to theBsplit's sandy
beaches every year, have voiced concerns over theBcanal. But ministers say security concerns
in the Kaliningrad regionBcome before ecological threats.

“WeBalready know that our eastern neighbors will be protesting thisEBdecision on ecological
grounds,” said Poland's minister forBmaritime trade Marek Grobarczyk. “I call on ecological
circles: doBnot become tools of their actions.”
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