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PACE Condemns 'Russian Aggression'in
Ukraine

October 13,2016
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The Parliamentary Assembly of theBCouncil of Europe (PACE) has condemned “Russian
aggression” inBeastern Ukraine

in a historic ruling.

The council's resolution claims that Russia'sBactions undermined “stability and security on
the continent” Band violated Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity. TheBassembly
has refused to recognize Russia's annexation of the CrimeanBpeninsula in 2014.

Iryana Gerashchenko, &

the first deputy chairman of Ukraine'sBVerkhovna Rada,
called the

resolution “historic.”

“It is very importantBthat the assembly changed the wording of the resolution


http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=23166&lang=en

toRspecifically recognize “Russian aggression,”
she wrote onEFacebook.

“The so-calledBLuhansk and Donetsk People's Republics are supported by Russia andBare
not legitimate,” she said.

PACEHalso ignored Kremlin denials that Russia had no military presence inBUkraine, calling
for Moscow to withdraw itsBtroops

from the

country's DonbassE

region.

Kiev wasBalso condemned in the resolution

for itsBfailure to follow

“international®democratic standards.”

PACE calledHon the

Ukrainian governmentEto

promote media pluralism and independentBpolitical opposition.

Russia is currentlyBboycotting PACE

after theRthe organizatio

nBstripped Russia of its voting

rights in 2014 for itsBrole in the Ukrainian crisis.

The Kremlin labeled the move “Russophobic discrimination,”Bpledging to only return to the
organization as an “equal partner.”

PACE unites parliamentBdeputies from 47 European countries that meet four times a year
toRgive recommendations on human rights and other issues. The body alsoBappoints judges
to the European Court of Human Rights.

The Ukrainian conflictBhas killed

more than 9,300 people sinceRit began in

April 2014.

AlmostBone and a half million people have left their homes as a result ofBthe conflict,
PACE

said.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2016/10/13/pace-condemns-russian-agression-in-ukraine-a55731


https://www.facebook.com/iryna.gerashchenko/posts/1114748338612978

