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Russia Must Deal With Catastophic Brain
Drain

With brain drain, only leaders and those who leave are winners: the
country is the big loser.
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After suffering a major brain drain inBthe 1990s, Russia is once again witnessing a rise in
emigration. ButBwhereas people back then left the country because of the
crumblingBeconomy, now they are leaving even as the government attempts toBdiversify it,
writes Committee for Civil Initiatives (CCI) experts inBtheir report “Emigration from Russia
in the late 20th and early®21st centuries.”

For the already under-populated Russia,Bemigration poses an increasing threat due to the
loss of demographic,Bsocial, economic, and intellectual capital. According to the
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StateBStatistics Service (SSS), approximately 4.5 million people moved outBof Russia
between 1989 and 2014. The smallest outflow occurred inB82009 when just 32,500 people
emigrated, but the numbers began risingBagain after 2011, and in 2014 once again reached
1995 levels.

However, CCI expert Alexander GrebenyukBEcontends that those statistics are unreliable and
incomplete. No oneBcan count how many people left Russia for studies or on a workBcontract
and simply never returned. For example, the SSS states thatBin 2014 4,780 Russians moved to
Germany, although Germany recordsBalmost five times that number of Russian immigrants.
For the U.S.,Bthe corresponding numbers are 1,937 and 9,079. But the greatestBdiscrepancy
concerns Spain, where the SSS says just 437 RussiansBemigrated in 2014, but Madrid reports
the arrival of 8,286.EResearchers say that, even by the most conservative estimates,
StateBStatistics Service numbers bear tripling or quadrupling

toRreflect reality

Most of the people who leave theBcountry lived in border areas or the more prosperous

regions. “ThoseBpeople have potential to develop that they cannot realize here,” Bsaid

Grebenyuk. Most of those who emigrate to the West are scholars,Bcollege students, and
business people. The number of independentlyBwealthy

Russian émigrés isBgradually

increasing. They are typically former government officials,Bfamilies of politicians, and
members of the financial andBbureaucratic elite.

Not only capital is leaving theBcountry, but also businesses.

People leave Russia due to the volatileBbusiness environment, the lack of competition,
widespreadBcorruption, fears for personal safety and business assets, the lackBof funding for
science and education, and low salaries.

Among the social and political reasonsBEfor the exodus — sympathy for the political
opposition, fears ofBpersecution due to political views, the weakness of publicRinstitutions,
and a lack of confidence in the law enforcement andBjudicial systems.

People leave because they want toBimprove their lives, while the

rulingBregime

gets rid of

discontents and avoids social unrest.B*“Everybody is happy,” the authors of the report write.
However,Bthe exodus deprives the country not only of the most active membersBof society,
but “condemns the remainder to slower development.”

The upsurge in emigration since 2012 isBa reaction to the results of parliamentary and
presidentialBelections, according to Yabloko Party chairperson Emilia Slabunova.B‘“We can
expect a new wave of departures now,” she said. In orderBto halt that flow, Russia must
democratize its political life andBcreate favorable conditions for science and education, she
argued.

The authorities should want to stop theBdeparture of skilled workers and talented people,
said Levada CenterBdeputy director Alexei Grazhdankin. “It is necessary to createBproper



conditions for living and working. We should therefore takeRinto account not only the
interests of the majority, but also ofBother group. This also applies to domestic politics,” he
said.
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