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Wahhabism 'Spreading Through Siberia,’
Claims Chechen Mufti

October 05,2016
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Mufti Salah Mezhiev VK
Chechen Mufti Salah Mezhiev has calledBfor a radical branch of Islam to be registered as an
“extremistBEsect” in a bid to stop its spread across Russia.

Mezhiev claimed that Wahhabism — theBfundamentalist branch of Sunni Islam which
originates in Saudi Arabia —BEshould be declared an “extremist sect,” the Interfax
newsHBagency reported Tuesday.

He called the movement a “phenomenon” Bspreading throughout central Russia and Siberia,
and called on RussianBMuslims to “make a stand.”

"Wahhabism should be recognized asBHa sect and banned at a government level," Mezhiev
toldBInterfax.

The religious leader also called on theBRussian media not to refer to terrorists as “jihadis.”



“Jihad is aboutBadhering to the norms of Islam,” he said. “These people should beHcalled
devils.”

Mezhiev made the comments following thelWorld Conference of Muslim Scholars, which
was held in late August inBGrozny. The conference issued a religious ruling which referred
tolWahhabism as a “misguided sect.” &
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