' Moscow Times

30 YEARS INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

Opposition Enters Belarusian Parliament
for First Time in 20 Years

September 12,2016

The Moscow Times

BelarusBhas elected its first opposition members of parliament in 20 years,Bthe Reuters
news agency reported Monday.

AnnaBKonopatskaya, a member of the opposition United Civil Party, and Yelena Anisim,
anK|

independentH&

candidateBwith opposition ties,

areBboth reported to have won seats. An opposition candidate last won aBplace in Belarus'
110-seat parliament in 1996, Reuters reported. The results will be officially announced later
this week.

BelarusianBofficials have made a concerted effort to present more open electionsBwithin the
country, allowing
external@monitors


http://www.reuters.com/article/us-belarus-election-parliament-idUSKCN11G0VC

toR

accessHto the vote count
andBremoving some barriers for
candidatesH

wishingBto register.

SpeakingHto journalists on Sunday, Belarusian leader Alexander LukashenkoBsaid that the
country had done “everything so that there aren'tBcomplaints from the West.”

LukashenkoBEhas led the country since 1994,
receivingBno less than

B75 percent

ofBRthe

voteRin any of the five elections in which he has stood.
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