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Exiled Oligarch Khodorkovsky Starts
Search for Putin Replacement

By Katie Marie Davies

September 12,2016

Mikhail Khodorkovsky

Exiled®Russian oligarch Mikhail Khodorkovsky has announced his search toBfind Russia's
next president.&

TheBformer Yukos chief is asking Russians
toEnominate potential

Russian

leadersBvia his p

rojectB‘“Vmesto Putina”

orB“Instead of Putin.”

KhodorkovskyHconfirmed that he
would&
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financiallyB®support

aBcandidate

chosenHthrough the project

toMrival

Russia'sBcurrent

president,B®Vladimir Putin,

inMAthe country's 2018 presidential elections.

He also confirmed that he would not run for president himself.

“ForBmany years,
KremlinBEspin doctors
haveRtold the people of
BRussia

thatBRthere

His no

alternative to Putin,” theBproject states on its website.
«

WeBRwant to show that
Hamong 145

million Russians, weBhave
Hpeople

whoBare

Hable to take up the post.”

AmRpanel of political experts
haveRalready

putBforward

13

notableRfigures

Bwho they would like to see receive
Khodorkovsky'sBsupport
.B

RussiansH

will®be able

Bto back their favorite
nomineeBvia the

project's website.

CandidatesBinclude former Finance Minister
AlexeiBKudrin, leader of Parnas

opposition

party Mikhail Kasyanov, and&

formerBjudge Tatyana Morschakova.

TheBnominations were made without
Bprior consultation,
andBthose put forward to take



part in the project only heard of their ownRinvolvement on Monday morning.

OneHRcandidate, the deputy

headBof

TransparencyBInternational Russia,

HRYelena Panfilova,

“fellBoff her chair” when she heard the news, Russia's RBC newspaperBreported.

OthersBwere less enthusiastic about their surprise nominations.

“Imam asking the creators of this little game to remove my name and photoBfrom their site,”
journalist&

ElenaBRykovtseva

Bwrote on

herBFacebook

page.B“I'm ready to follow this

project from the sidelines, but no more!”

OtherH

candidates,Bsuch as

activist®

AlexeiBNavalny, are

legally®unable to hold office within Russia due to past criminal convictions.H&

SpeakingHto reporters on Monday,
presidentialBspokesperson Dmitry Peskov said that the
Kremlin had “no interestBin the project.”

"WeR

haveHRalready read about this project in the media,” said Peskov
. «

ItRis a

BEproject

whichBRis

beingBdeveloped

byBpeople who

areBalready irrevocably cut off from Russia,

what's going on here, andBfrom the Russian agenda. We do not see anything
ofH

interest®in

this project atBall.”
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