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The environmentalist organization Greenpeace says a group of Cossacks earlier today refused
to allow its volunteer firefighters to assist state emergency workers in the southern region of
Kuban, where a major blaze threatens internationally protected estuaries.

The ecologists reportedly extinguished several fires in the Krasnodar region on Sept. 7, but
they were ejected from their cabin before dawn the next day. The man who rented them the
housing returned their money and told them to leave the area immediately, offering no
explanation.

According to Greenpeace, regional emergency workers were expecting the organization’s
help, but a group of Cossacks surrounded the volunteers and refused to let them pass. Police
were unable to settle the dispute, and the Greenpeace activists were forced to set up
operations farther from the fires.

By the time the Greenpeace volunteers finally reached emergency workers, the fires had

http://www.greenpeace.org/russia/ru/news/2016/09-08-kuban/


spread significantly, destroying parts of estuaries protected by the International Ramsar
Convention, which establishes the preservation and sustainable use of wetlands around the
world.

Inside Russia, Cossack patrols have become a kind of volunteer morality police. In Krasnodar,
where a Cossack group attacked anti-corruption activist Alexei Navalny earlier this year,
these patrols were even added to the government's payroll in 2012. 

Cossacks' increased presence across southern Russia is widely seen as an attempt to keep in
check an increasing number of migrants in the region bordering the restive North Caucasus,
Eva Hartog wrote for The Moscow Times in May.
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