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The red, black, and blue tricolor of the Russian-backed separatists in Ukraine's Donetsk
region flutters defiantly in the unlikeliest of places — Ostrava, a city in theBCzech Republic's
east. The flag marks the location of theBself-declared Donetsk People's Republic's self-
declared European "consulate," RFE/RL reports.

The Czech Foreign Ministry swore toBclose the center on September 1. In addition, Jaromir
Stetina, aBmember of the European Parliament, said that the center makes aBmockery of
Czech diplomacy.

The center's far-right organizer claimsBthat the purpose of the consulate is to build ties
between OstravaBand Donetsk, former sister cities with an industrial heritage.

“We want to aid and coordinateBcommunication between the citizens of the Donetsk People's
RepublicBand the Czech Republic,” said Nela Liskoya, a prominent figure inBthe xenophobic
National Militia group.



Liskoya said that she is repulsed byBthe Czech Republic's support for the “junta” in Kiev,
echoing pro-Kremlin propagandists who claim that the UkranianBgovernment is illegitimate.

Natalya Nikonorova, “foreignBminister” of the Donetsk People's Republic, said that
theBcenter marks a “historical moment” for the would-be state. @However, EU recognition is
extremely unlikely. Brussels continues toBsanction key separatist figures, including
Aleksandr Zakharchenko,Bthe self-proclaimed leader of the DPR.

The separatists have fought Kiev'sBarmed forces in a brutal war that has killed more than
9,500 peopleBsince april 2014.
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