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3acekaTn: toBcatch someone

Every December Russian linguists vote on their favorite word ofBthe year — one that sums up
the previous 12 months. This year I’mBanticipating a slew of words all connected with
accusation, blame andBgetting caught. It’s not the Summer of Love, it’s the Summer
ofR]J’accuse!

In the ladder of blame, you start with the verb pairBo6BuHATE/06BUHUTH (to accuse). This
pair can be usedBfor everyday fights in the communal kitchen and official
charges.BAccusations have filled the sports pages every day this summer:BJIyury:o
POCCUNCKYI0 OMAaTIOHUCTKY 0OBUHSIOTEB IpruMeHeHUH fonuHra (Russia’s best
femaleB&biathlon athlete has been accused of doping.)

Then you blame someone — BuHuUTb. This is what you do whenByour kid comes home from
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school with a bad mark on his exam: PoguTenuBB 3TOM CUTYaI[UuX, KaK IIPaBUJIO,
BuHATHMNenaroros (In this situation, parents usually blame theBteachers.) But you might
blame someone closer to home: BuHoBaTaBs1, ofHa 51, cbiHa He BuHUTe! (I’m to blame —
justBme! Don’t blame my son!)

More colloquially, you can pile blame on someone: cBanuBaTb.BWhile the other blaming and
accusing verbs are neutral as to theBtruth of the claims, cBanuBaTs is used when the blame
isBunfair: Calila BbICKA3ajCs B TOM, UTO He HaJloBCBanuBaTh Ha Anénty, Af€Ila 37lech HU
nprB4yém (Sasha said that we shouldn’t dump all the blame on AlyoshaBbecause Alyosha had
nothing to do with it.) This is not a nice thingBto do: CBanuBaTh CBOIO BUHY Ha APYTUX —
3TOEHe TPY[IHO, HO OueHb IIpoTUBHO (Blaming othersBfor what you did isn’t hard to do, but
it’s disgusting.)

Next up is ynpekaTs/ynpeKkHyY TS (to rebuke,Breproach). With these words, we’re upping the
accusatory ante.BYnpekaTh generally means to scold someone, but it impliesBthat you’ve
already accused them, blamed them, and now have movedBon to the first part of the
punishment: a tongue-lashing. I ynpexanBBac B KOHBIOHKTYpHOCTHU (I accused you
ofBopportunism.) Sometimes it’s hard to see the sin: Ero ynnpexkanui3a To, YTO OH HOCUT
¢dpak, xoguT Ha 6abl, B3HAET UHOCTPAHHBIE SI3BIKY, 32 TO, UTO OHE00AsITeIeH U KpacuB
(He was chided for wearing aRtailcoat, attending balls, knowing foreign languages and
beingBcharming and handsome.) Kako#t mo3op (What a disgrace!)

This can also be expressed with the description of a gesture —BTBIKaTh NanbieM (to point
the finger). B Hac, BparoB,BBeuHo 6yyT ThIKATh nanbilem (They are alwaysBgoing to point
the finger at us, their enemies.)

The jig is up with norimaTs (to catch). S morimanaBero Ha /KU (I caught him in a lie.) A
slangy way of sayingHthis is 3acekaTs (to catch someone out), often used to meanHBseeing
someone doing something they shouldn’t be doing. {I napyBpa3 cbiHa 3aceKasna Ha
nocereHuy nopHocanuToBE(A couple of times I caught my son on porn websites.)

But with ynuuuTs, you’re really in trouble. This meansBbeing caught in the act. The porn-
watching kid’s friend might ask:BYmuuwnn Tebst B uém-To? (Did you get caught
doingRsomething wrong?) But sometimes it’s more serious: VinuéHHbIeEB IOMUHTe
POCCUMCKMeE JIerKoaT/IeThl caanuBonumnurickue mefanu (The Russian track-and-
fieldBathletes who were caught doping turned in their Olympic medals.)

What do you do if accused? Take a lesson from the kid: IBoTma3zasncs (I talked my way out of
it.)
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