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Six Russian athletes have appealed the International ParalympicBCommittee (IPC) to judge
their entry to this year's Paralympic GamesBon a case-by-case basis, the RIA Novosti news
website reported®Friday.

The IPC placed a blanket ban on the entire Russian ParalympicBsquad from competing at the
Games earlier this month after receivingBreports of widespread state-sponsored doping
across Russian sport.BThe Court for Arbitration in Sport (CAS) went on to uphold the ban
inMa ruling on Tuesday.

Cyclists Alexei Obydennov, Svetlana Moshkovich and Natalia Yanuto,Btrack-and-field
athletes Alexei Ashapatov and Margarita Goncharova,Band swimmer Olesya Vladykina all
sent letters to the IPC asking forBtheir cases to be considered individually.


https://ria.ru/olympics2016/20160825/1475311604.html

The athletes claimBthat they have been repeatedly tested for performance-enhancing
drugsBEoutside of the Russian system and have been found “clean.”

Their cases could mirror Russian long-jumper Darya Klishina, whoBwas allowed to compete
in this summer's Olympic Games after theBInternational Association of Athletics Federations
(TAAF) banned theBcountry's track-and-field team from taking part. The IAAF ruled
thatBbecause Klishina trained and had been extensively tested in theERUnited States, she had
not been “tainted” by the Russian system.

The letters emphasized the need to punish cheats and the “realBperpetrators of the dirty
system,” Sputnik News reported. “I doEBnot want to lose to cheaters and I don't want to
compete withBcheaters, even Russians,'' the athletes wrote, Sputnik reported.®''However, I
believe even more strongly that innocent peopleBshould not suffer for the actions of
cheaters."

Russian Sports Minister Vitaly Mutko has announced that theBRussian Paralympic
Committee will be appealing the CAS ruling in theBSwiss Federal Court.

The IPC's decision has caused widespread backlash across Russia,Bwith officials calling the
ban “cruel and inhumane.” Several@prominent Russians, including Prime Minister Dmitry
Medvedev, haveRcalled the ruling “politically motivated.”

“A number of states and their sporting establishments wereBlooking for a traditional enemy,
and they found one,” MedvedevEBwrote on Facebook Tuesday.

An investigation by the World Anti-Doping Association (WADA) foundBthat

35 doping-test

samples related to Paralympic sport inBRussia had shown inconsistencies believed to be signs
of cheating.

The Paralympic Games start Sept. 7 in Brazil's Rio de Janeiro.
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